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Which Faith exce 
keep whole and undefiled : 


he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly. St. Atbanaſius's 
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Creed, 
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N. N. with a firm Faith believe and 


profeſs all and every one of thoſe 
Things, which are contained in that 
RN LOL Creed, which the Holy Roman Church 
= we ct E maketh uſe of. To wit, I believe in 
| one God, the Father Almighty, Ma- 
ker of Heaven and Earth, of all Things viſible and 
inviſible : And in one Lord Jeſus Chrift, the only be- 
gotten Son of God, and born of the Father before all 
Ages; God of God; Light of Light; true God of the 
frue God ; begotten, not made; confubſtantial to the 
Father, by whom all Things were made. Who, for us 
Men, and for our Salvation, came down from Heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin 
Mary, and was made Man. Was crucified alſo for us 
under Pontius Filate; he ſuffered and was buried: And 
the third Day he roſe again, according to the Scrip- 
tures: He made into Heaven ; fits at the Right- 
hand of the Father, and is to come again with Glo- 
ry to judge the Living and the Dead; of whoſe King- 
om there ſhall be no End. And in the Holy Ghe/?, 
the Lord and Life-giver, who proceeds from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, who together with the Father and 
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the Son, is adored and glorified, who ſpoke by the 


Prophets. And II believe] one, holy, Catholick, 
and Apoſtolick Church; I confeſs one Baptiſm for 
the Remiſſion of Sins: And I look for the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead, and the Life of the World to 
come. Amen. | 

I moſt ſtedfaſtly admit and embrace Apoſtolical 
and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, and all other Obſer- 
vances and Conſtitutions of the ſame Church. 

I alſo admit the holy Scriptures according to that 
Senſe which our holy Mother, the Church, has 
held, and does hold, to which it belongs to judge 
of the true Senſe and Interpretation of the Scriptures : 
Neither will I ever take and interpret them other- 
wiſe than according to the unanimous Conſent of the 
Fathers. | 

I alſo profeſs, that there are truly and properly 
Seven Sacraments of the New Law, inſtituted by 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, and neceſſary for the Salva- 
tion of Mankind, tho' not all for every one: To 


wit, Baptiſm, Confirmation, Euchariſt, Penance, Ex- 


treme Unction, Order, and Matrimony And that 
they confer Grace: And that of theſe, Baptiſm, 
Confirmation, and Order, cannot be reiterated with- 
out Sacrilege. I alſo receive and admit the received 
and approved Ceremonies of the Cathalick Church, 
uſed in the folemn Adminiſtration of all the afore- 
faid Sacraments, 

I embrace and receive all and every one of the 
Things which have been defined and declared in the 
holy Council of Trent, concerning Original Sin and 
Juſtification. | 

I profeſs likewiſe, that in the Maß there is of- 


fered to God a true, proper, and propitiatory Sacri- 


tice for the Living and the Dead. And that in the 
mo/t holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is truly, 
really, and ſubſtantially, the Body and Blood, together 
with the Soul and Dixi Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
ILh 29 An 
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And that there is made a Converſion of the whole 
Subſtance of the Bread into the Body, and of the 
whole Subſtance of the Wine into the Blood ; which 
Converſion the Catholick Church calls Tranſub/tantia- 
tion. I alſo confeſs, that under either kind alone Chri/? 
is received whole and entire, and a true Sacrament. 

I conſtantly hold, that there is a Purgatory, and 
that the Souls therein detained are helped by the 
Suffrages of the Faithful. 

Likewiſe, that the Saints, reigning together with 
Chriſt, are to be honoured and invocated, and that 
they offer Prayers to God for us, and that their Re- 
licks are to be had in Veneration. | 

I moſt firmly aſſert, that the Images of Chriſt, of 
the Mother of God, ever Virgin, and alſo of other 
Saints, ought to be had and retained, and that due 
Honour and Veneration is to be given them. 

I alſo affirm, that the Power of [ndulgences was 
left by Chrit in the Church, and that the Uſe of 
them is moſt wholeſome to Chriſtian People. 

Il acknowledge the Holy, Catholict, Apoſtolick, Ro- 
man Church for the Mother and Miſtreſs of all 
Churches; and I promiſe true Obedience to the Bi- 
of Rome, Succeſſor to St. Peter, Prince of the 
Apoſtles, and Vicar of Feſus Chriſt. | 

I likewiſe Ry receive and profeſs all o- 
ther Things delivered, defined, and declared by the 
ſacred Canons and General Councils, and particu- 
larly by the holy Council of Trent. And I condemn, 
reject, and anathematize all Things contrary there- 
to, and all Hereſies which the Church has con- 
demned, rejected, and anathematized. 

I N. N. do at this preſent freely profeſs, and 
ſincerely hold this true Catholick Faith, without 
which no one can be ſaved: And I promiſe molt 
conſtantly to retain and confeſs the ſame entire and 
unviolated, with God's Aſſiſtance, to the End of 


my Life. 4 i 
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The Grovnny of the CaTHoLICck Doc- 
TRINE, contained in the PROFESSION 
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Of the Church, 


Q. 77 H AT tis your Profeſſion as to the Article 0 
the Church? fl 4 


A. It is contained in thoſe Words of the Nicene 
Creed, I believe One Holy, Catholick, and Apoſtolick 
Church. Y 

Q. What do you gather from theſe Words ? 

A. 1. That Fefus Chri/t has always a true Church 
upon Earth. 2. That this Church is always one by 
the Union of all her Members in one Faith and Com- 
munion. 3. That ſhe is always pure and holy in her 
Doctrine and Terms of Communion, and conſequent- 
ly always free from pernicious Errors. 4. That ſhe is 
Catholick, that is, Univerſal, by being the Church of 
all Ages, and more or leſs of all Nations. 5. That 

this Church muſt have in her a Succeſſion from the 
Apoſiles, and a lawful Miſſion derived from them. 
6. (Which follows from all the reſt.) That this true 
Church of Chr;/ cannot be any of the Proteſtant 
Secs, but muſt be the ancient Church communica- 
ting with the Pope or Biſhop of Rome. 


SEcT. 1, That Chriſt has always a true Church 
upon Earth. 


Q. Hoem do you prove that Chriſt has always a true 
Church upon Earth? 


A. From many plain Texts of Scripture, in which 
it is promiſed or foretold that the Church or King: 
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dom eſtabliſh'd by Chri/t ſhould ſtand till the End of 
the World. Matthew xvi. v. 18. Thou art Peter 
[i. e. a Rock] and upon this Rock will I build my 
church, and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 
Matthew xxviii. v. 19, 20. Go ye therefore and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them, &c. teaching them 
to obſerve all Things whatſoever I have commanded you : 
And behold I am with you always even to the end of the 
world. Pſ. Ixxii. v. 5, 7. They ſhall fear thee 
as long as the ſun and moon endure, throughout all 
generations — In his days, [that is, after the Comin 
of Chriſt] ſhall the righteous flouriſh and abundance 
of peace, ſo long as the moon endureth. Daniel ii. v. 44. 
In the Days of theſe Kings ſhall the God of heaven ſet 
ph a kingdom [the Church or Kingdom of Chri/] 
which ſhall never be deſtroy'd — and it ſhall ſtand for 
ever. 

Q. What other Proof have you for the ual 
Continuance of the Gag, of Chriſt 1 * 
A. The Creed, in which we profeſs to believe the 
haly Catholick Church. For the Creed and every 
Article thereof muſt be always true; and therefore 
there muſt always be a holy Catholic Church. 

Qi. Can you prove that Chriſt's Church upon Earth 
is always Viſible £ 

A. Yes, from many Texts of Scripture, as 1/aiah 
ii. v. I, 2, 3, Sc. and Micah iv. v. 1, 2. where 


the Church of Chriſt is deſcribed as a mountain upon 


the top of mountains, expoſed to the View of all na- 
tions flowing unto it. And Daniel ii. v. 35. as a great 
mountain filling the whole earth. Matt. v. v. 14. asa 
city ſet on à hill which cannot be hid. Iſaiah Ix. v. 11, 
12. as a City whoſe gates ſhall be open continually ; 
and. ſhall not be ſhut day nor night, that men may bring 
thither the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings 
may be brought, Upon the walls of which City God 
has /et watchmen. Iſaiah Ixii. v. 6. which ſhall never 
bold their Peace day nor night, 


SECT, 


. The GROUNDS of 


! Sgr. 2. That Chriſt's Church upon Earth 
is always ON k. 


Q. How do you ans that Chriſt's Church upon 
Earth can be but One | 

A. From many Texts of Scripture, Song of Solo- 
| mon vi. v. 9, 10. My dove, my undefiled is BuT 
| ON E, — Fair as the moon, clear as the ſun, terrible 
| as an army with banners. John x. v. 16. Other 
ſheep I have which are not of this fold (viz. the 
| Gentiles, who were then divided from the Jews) them 
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ill alſo I muft bring, and they ſhall hear my voice, and 
"we there ſhall be Ont Fold AND ONE SHEPHERD, 
Epheſ. iv. v. 4, 5. There is Ont Body and One Spirit, 
as you are calPd in One Hope of your calling, Ox E 
Lord, ON R Faith, One Baptiſm. In fine, as we have 
1 ſeen already, the Church of Chrift is a Kingdom 
| which ſhall Rand for ever; and therefore muſt be al- 
ways One. For every kingdom divided againſt itſelf is 

| brought to deſolation, and every city or houſe divided 

| againſt itſelf ſhall not ſtand. Matt. xii. v. 25. 

Q_ May not Perſons be ſaved in any Religion? 

g A. No certainly: St. Paul tells us, Heb. xi. v. 6. 

| That without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe G]. And : 
| St. Peter aſſures us, Acts iv. v. 12. t there 1s no , 
other name under heaven given to men by which we ma 5 
be ſaved, but the Name of Jeſus: And Chrift him- 
ſelf tells us, Mark xvi. v. 16. He that believeth not, 
ſhall be damm d. So that it is manifeſt from the 
holy Scripture, that true Faith is neceſlary to Sal- 
vation. Now true Faith, in order to pleaſe God, and 
ſave our Souls, muſt be entire; that is to ſay, muſt 
believe without Exception all ſuch Articles as by 
God and his Church are propoſed to be believed : 
And he that voluntarily and obſtinately diſbelieveth 
any one of theſe Articles, is no leſs void of true 
ſaving Faith than he that diſbelieves them all : As 
St. James tells us, with regard to practical wo <a 
chap. 
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chap. ii. v. 10. Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. Hence St. 
Paul, Gal. v. v. 20. reckons Hereſies, that is, falſe 
Religions, amongſt thoſe Works of the Fleſh, of 
which he pronounces, that they who do ſuch things ſhall 
rot inherit the kingdom of God : And God himſelf, 
Iſaiab Ix. v. 12. tells his Church, the nation and 
kingdom that will not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh. 

Q. Can any one be out of the Way of Salvation 
without the Guilt of mortal Sin? 

A. No. But all ſuch, as through Obſtinacy, Neg- 
ligence, or Indifference in Matters of Religion, will 
not hear the true Church and her Paſtors, are guilty 
of mortal Sin. Matt. xviii. v. 17. J he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be to thee as a heathen and a pub- 
lican. Luke x. v. 16. He that heareth you [the Paſ- 
tors of the Church] heareth me; and he that deſpiſeth 
you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth 
him that ſent me. 

Q. But what do you think of thoſe whoſe Conſcience 
perſuades them they are in the true Church ? 

A. If this Error of theirs proceed from invincible 
Ignorance, they may be excuſed from the Sin of He- 
rely ; provided that in the ſincere Diſpoſitions of their 
Hearts they would gladly embrace the Truth, if they 
could find it out, in ſpite of all Oppoſition of Inte- 
reſt, Paſſion, c. But if this Error of thei: Conſcience 
be not invincible, but ſuch as they might diſcover, if 
they were in earneſt, in a Matter of fo great a Conſe- 
quence ; their Conſcience will not excuſe them, no 
more than St. Pauls, whilſt out of blind Zeal he 
perſecuted the Church ; or the miſtaken Conſcience 
of the Jews, when putting the Diſciples of Chriſt to 
Death they thought they did a Service to God, John 
XVI. v. 2. For there is a way that ſeemeth right unte 
Man; but the end thereof are the ways of death. 
Proverbs xvi. v. 25. 

Q. But does not the Scripture fer uff, ſay, That 
a Remnant of all Religions ſhall be ſaved? 4. 
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A. No: Tho' I have often heard ſuch Words al- 
ledged by Proteſtants, they are not any-where to be 
found in Scripture, from the Beginning of Gene/is to 
the End of Revelation. I ſuppoſe what has given 
Occaſion to their Miſtake muſt have been the Words 
of St. Paul, Romans ix. v. 27. where quoting 1/aiah 
x. . 22. he tells us, 7% the number of the children 


of Iſrael be as the ſand of the ſea, a remnant (that is, 


a ſmall Part of them only) fall be ſaved: Which 
Remnant the Apoſtle himſelf explains, Rom. xi. v. 5. 
of ſuch of the Fewih Nation as at that Time by en- 
tring into the Church were ſaved by God's Grace. 
But what is this to a Salvation of a Remnant of all 
Religions? A Doctrine ſo viſibly contradicting the 
Scripture, that even the Engliſh Proteſtant Church 
herſelf, in the 18th of her 39 Articles, has declared 
them to be accurſed who preſume to maintain it. 


SECT. 3. That the Church of Chriſt is always 
Holy in ber Doctrine and Terms of Com- 
munion, and always free from pernicious 
Errors, 


. How do you prove this ? 
I/, Becauſe, as we have ſeen above from Matt. 
Xvi. v. 18. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who cannot tell 
us a Lie, has promiſed, that his Church ſhould be 
built upon a Rock, Proof againſt all Floods and Storms, 
like the Houſe of the wiſe Builder, of whom he 
ſpeaks, Matt. vii. v. 25. and that the Gates of Hell, 
that is, the Power of Darkneſs, ſhould never prevail 
againſt it. Therefore the Church of Chriſt could 
never ceaſe to be Holy in her Doctrine; could never 
fall into Idolatry, Superſtition, or any heretical Er- 
rors whatſoever. 5 
2dly, Becauſe Chriſt, who is the way, the truth and 
the life, John xiv. v. 6. has promiſed, Matt. xxviii. 


v. 19. 20. to the Paſtors and Teachers of his Church, 


to 
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to be with them always, even to the end of the world, 
Therefore they could never go aſtray by pernicious 


Errors : For how could they go out of the right 
May of Truth and Life, who are aſſured to have al- 
ways in their Company, for their Guide, him who 
is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

24ly, Becauſe our Lord has promiſed to the ſame 
Teachers, John xiv. ver. 16, 17. { will pray the Father, 
and he ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you FOR EVER, even the SPIRIT of 
TruTH. And ver. 16, he aſſured them that this Spirit 
of Truth hall teach them ALL THIN GS: And c. xvi. 
ver. 13, that he hall guide them INTO ALL TRUTH. 


How then could it be poſſible that the whole Body 


of theſe Paſtors and Teachers of the Church, who, 
by Vertue of theſe Promiſes, were to be for ever 
guided into all Truth by the Spirit of Truth, ſhall at 
any Time fall from the Truth by Errors in Faith ? 

4thly, Becauſe, 1/aiah lix. ver. 20, 21, God has 
made a ſolemn Covenant, that after the Coming of 
our Redeemer, his Spirit and his Words, that is, the 
whole Doctrine which this Redeemer was to teach, 
ſhall be for ever maintained by his Church through 
all Generations. The Redeemer ſhall come to Zion, &c. 
This is my Covenant with them, ſaith the Lord : My 
Spirit which is upon thee, and my words which I have 
put in thy mouth, fhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor 
out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of 
thy ſeed's ſeed, faith the Lord, from henceforth and for 
ever 


5thly, Becauſe the Church of Chri/t is repreſented, 
Ifaiah xxxv. ver. 8, as a high way, a way of holineſs, 
a Way ſo plain and ſo ſecure, that even foo!s ould 
not err therein. How then could it ever be poſſible 
that the Church herſelf ſhould err ? 

6thly, Becauſe pernicious Errors in Faith and 
Morals muſt needs be ſuch as to provoke God's 
Indignation ; Now God Almighty has promiſed to 


his 
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his Church, 1/atah liv. v. g, 10. As I have ſiworn that 
the waters of Noah ſhould no more go over the earth, 

1 fo have I ſworn, that I would not be wrath with: thee, 
1 nor rebuke thee: For the mountains ſhall depart, and 
il the hills be removed : But my kindneſs ſhall not depart 
| from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be re- 
i moved, ſaith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee. So 
| that, as we are aſſured that there ſhall not be a ſe- 


P 


cond Flood; ſo we are that the Church of Chri/t 
ſhall never draw upon herſelf the Wrath of God by 
it teaching Errors contrary to Faith. | 
[ In fine, the Church is called by St. Paul. 1 Ti- 
. mothy iii. v. 15. The pillar and ground of the Truth, 
19 Therefore ſhe cannot uphold pernicious Errors. 
| From all which it is manifeſt, that the Church of 
i Chrift is infallible in all Matters relating to Faith; 
1 ſo that ſhe can neither add nor retrench from what 
H. Chri/t taught. 


SecT. 4. That the Church of Chriſt is Ca- 
tholick or Univerſal. 


Q. What do you underſtand by this ? 

A. Not only, that the Church of Chriſt ſhall al- 
ways be known by the Name of Catholict, by which 
ſhe is call'd in the Creed ; but that ſhe ſhall alſo be 
truly Catholick or Univerſal, by being the Church of 
all * and of all Nations. 

Q. How do you prove that the true Church of 
Chriſt mu/? be the Church of all Ages? 7 1 

A. Becauſe the true Church of Chri/# muſt be that 
which had its Beginning from Chriſt; and, as he pro- | 
miſed, was to continue till the End of the World. 
See Seat. I, and 3. | 

Q. How do you prove, that the true Church of 
Chriſt mu/t be the Church of all Nations? 

A. From many Texts of Scripture, in which the 
true Church of Ghri/t is always repreſented as a nu- 
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merous Congregation ſpread through the World. Ge- 
neſis xxii. v. 18. In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the 
earth be bleſſed. Pſalm ii. v. 8. Aſt of me, and I 
ſhall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance ; and 
the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy 7 Pſal. 
xxii. v. 27. All the ends of the world ſball remember 
and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the na- 
tions ſhall worſhip before thee. Iſaiah xlix. v. 6. It is 
4 light thing that thou ſhouldeſt be my ſervant to raiſe 
up the tribes of Jacob I will alſo give thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou may'/t be my ſalvation 
unto the end of the earth. Ifaiah liv. v. 1, 2, 3 
Sing, O barren, thou that did/t not bear, break forth 
into ſinging, and cry aloud that thou didſi not travel 
with child; 1. more are the children 2 the deſolate, 
than the children of the married wife, faith the Lord. 
Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them ſtretch forth 
the curtains of thy habitation: ſpare not, 'lengther: 
thy cords and ſtrengthen thy ſtakes : for thou ſhalt breath 
forth on the right hand and on the let; and thy ſeed fha!! 
inherit the Gentiles, c. Malachi i. v. 11. From 
the riſing of the ſun even to the going dawn of the jan» 
my name ſhall be great among the Gentiles, See Ifaial: 
il. v. 2, 3. Micahiv. 1, 2. Daniel ii. v. 13, O.. 


SECT. 5. That the Church of Chriſt muſt le 
Apoſtolical, by @ Succeſſion of her Paſtors, 
and a lawful Miſſion derived from the Apoſtles. 


Q. How do you prove this ? 

A. Ii, Becauſe only thoſe that can derive their Li- 
. from the Apoſtles are the Heirs of the Apoſtles : 
And conſequently they alone can claim a Right to 
the Scriptures, to the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments, or any Share in the Paſtoral Miniſtry : *Tis 
their proper Inheritance, which they have received 
from the Apoſtles, and the Apoſtles from Chriſt. As 
my Father hath ſent me, even ſo I ſend you. John xx. 
v. 21, | B 2aly, 
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adly, Becauſe Chriſt promiſed to the Apoſtles and 
their Succeſlors, that he would be with them always even 
to the end of the world, Mat. xxviii. v. 20, and that 
the Holy Ghoſt, the ſpirit of truth, ſhould abide with 
them for ever, John xiv. v. 16, 17. 


Sect. 6. That Catholicks, and not Proteſ- 
tants, are ihe true Church of Chriſt. 


Q. How do you prove that the Catholick Church in 
Communion with Rome is the true Church of Chriſt, 
rather than Proteſtants or other Settaries ? 4 

A. From what has been already ſaid in the forego- 
ing Sections For, 1/7, I he true Church of Chri/t 
can be no other than that which has always had a viſi- 
ble Being in the World ever ſince Chri/?'s Time; as 
we have ſeen See. 1. She was founded by Chrift him- 
ſelf, with expreſs Promiſe, that the gates of hell ſhould 
nat prevail againſt her, Mat. 16. v. 18. She is the king- 
dom of Chriſt which ſhall never be defirayed, Dan. ii. 
V. 44. Therefore the true Church of Chriſt can be 
no other than the Catholick, which alone has always 
had a viſible Being in the World ever fince Chri/?s 
Time: Not the Proteſtant, nor any other modern Sect, 
which only came into the World fince the Year 1500. 
For thoſe that came into the World 1500 Years af- 
ter Chriſt, came into the World 1500 Years too 
late to be the Religion or Church of Chriſt. 

2dly, The true e of Chriſt, in virtue of the 
Promiſes both of the Old and New Teſtament, was to 
continue pure and holy in her Doctrine and Terms 
of Communion in all Ages, even to the End of the 
World, as we have ſeen Secf. 3. and conſequently 
could never ſtand in need of a Protęſtant Reforma- 
tion: Therefore that which was of old the true 
Church of Chriſt muſt ſtill be ſo; and it is vain to 
ſeck for the true Church among any of the Sects of 
Pretenders to Reformation becauſe they all build upon 


a wrong 
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a wrong Foundation, that is, upon the Suppoſition that 
the Church of Chri/? was for many Ages gone aſtray. 
Aly. The true Church of Chri/? muſt be Catholict, 
Or Univerſal : ſhe muſt not only be the Church of all 
Ages, but alſo more or leſs theChurch of all Nations, 
as we have ſeen Sed. 4. She muſt be Apo/olical, by 
a Succeſſion and Miſſion derived from the Apoſtles, as 
we alſo have ſeen Se. 5. Now theſe Characters can- 
not agree to any of our modern Sects, but only to 
the old Religion, which alone is the Church of all 
Ages, and more or leis of all Nations ; and which 
deſcends in an uninterrupted Succeſſion continued in 
the ſame Communion from the Apoſtles -down to 
theſe our Days. Therefore the old Religion alone is 
the true Church of Chri/? : Which can be but one, 
and in one Communion, as we have ſeen Se, 2. 


OT EEE TITLE ELSE LY EL 
CHAP. H. 
Of Scripture and Tradition. 


DH AT is your Belief concerning the Scripture ? 
5 A. That it is * received by at Chri- 
flians as the infallible Word of God. 

Q. Do you lock upon the Scripture to be clear and 
Plain in all Points neceſſary ; that is, in all ſuch Points 
wherein our Salvation is ſo far concern'd, that the 
miſunderſtanding and miſinterpreting of it may endanger 
our eternal Welfare ? | 

A. No: Becauſe St. Peter aſſures us, 2 Pet. iii. 
v. 16. That in St. Paul's Epiſtles there are ſome 


| things hard to be underflood, which they that are unlearn- 
| ed and unſtable wreſt, as they de alſo the other ſcrip- 


tures, to their tun deſtruction. | 
Q. Haw then is this Danger to be avoided ? 
A. By taking the Meaning and Interpretation of 
the Scripture from the ſame Hand, from which we 
10 2 receive 
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received the Book itſelf, that is, from the Church, 


Q. Why may not every particular Chriſtian have 
Liberty to interpret the Scripture according to his own 
private Judgment, without Regard to the Interpretation 
of the Church ? 

A. V, Becauſe no prophecy of the ſcripture is of 
private interpretation, 2 Pet. i. v. 20. 2dly, Becauſe 
as Men's Judgments are as different as their Faces, 
ſuch Liberty as this muſt needs produce as many Re- 
Ugions almoſt as Men. 9dly, Becauſe Chriſt has left 
his Church, and her Paſtors and Teachers, to be our 
Guides in all Controverſies relating to Religion, and 
conſequently in the underſtanding of holy Writ, 
Eph. iv. v. 11, 12, &c. He gave fome apoſtles, and 
ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſis, and ſome paſtors 
and teachers, for the perfefting of the ſaints, for the 
work of the miniſiry, for - the eaifying of the body of 
Chrift, till we all come in the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect 
man, unto the meaſure of the ſlature of the fulneſs 
of Chriſt. That we henceforth be no more children toſ- 
ſed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 0 
docirine, by the ſlight of men and cunning craftineſs, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but ſpeaking the 
truth in love, may grow up into him in all things which 
18 the head, even Chriſt. Hence St. John, in his firſt 
Epiſtle, Chap. iv. v. 6. gives us this Rule, for the 
trying of Spirits. He that knoweth God, heareth 
16; [ the Paſtors of the Church] he that is not of God, 
heareth not us : by this we know the ſpirit of truth, and 
the ſpirit of error. 

Q. Why does the Church, in her Profeſſion of Faith, 
oblige her Children never to take or interpret the Scrip- 
ture otherwiſe than according to the unan:mous Conſent 
of the holy Fathers ? 

A. Toarm them againſt Danger of Novelty and 
Error: Proverbs xxii. v. 28. Remove not the anci- 
ent land-mark which thy fathers have ſet. g 

ECT. 
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StcT. 2. Of Avoftolical and Eccleſiaſtical 
Traditions. 


Q. What do you mean by Apoſtalical Traditions ® 
A. All ſuch Points of Faith, or Church Diſcipline, 


4 which were taught, or eſtabliſh'd by the Apoſtles, and 


7 have carefully been preſerved in the Church ever ſince. 


Q. What Difference is there between Apoſtolical 


and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions? 


A. The Difference is this, that Apoſtolical Tra- 


1 ditions are thoſe which had their Original or Inſtitu- 


tion from the Apoſtles: Such as Infants Baptiſm, the 
Lord's Day, receiving the Sacrament faſting, Sc. 
Eccleſiaſtical Traditions are ſuch as had their Inſtitu- 
tion from the Church, as Holidays and Faſts ordain's 
by the Church. 

Q. How are we to know what Traditions are truly 
Apoſtolical, and what not 

A. In the fame Manner, and by the ſame Autho- 
rity, by which we know what Scriptures are Apoſtoli- 
cal, and what not: That is, by the Authority of theA- 
poſtolick Church guided by the unerring Spirit of God. 

Q. But why ſhould not the Scripture alone be the 
Rule of our Faith, without having Recaurſe to Apaſto- 
dical Tradition? 

A. 1. Becauſe, without the Help of Apoſtolical 
Tradition, we cannot ſo much as tell what is Scrip- 
ture, and what is not. 2. Becauſe Infants Baptiſm 
and ſeveral other neceſſary Articles are either not at 
all contain'd in Scripture, or at leaſt are not plain in 
the Scripture, without the Help of Tradition, 

E Q. at Scripture can you bring in Fawvaur of Tra- 
tion : 

A. Therefore brethren fland faſt, and hold the tra- 
ditions, which ye have been taught, whether by word 
or our epiſtle, 2 Theſſ. ii. v. 15. A thy father, 
and he will ſhew thee, thy elders, and they will tell 

— hee, 
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thee, Deut. xxxii. v. 7. See Pſal. xix. v. 5, 6, 7. 
x Cor. xi. U. 2. 2 Theſſ. iti. v. 6. 2 Tim. i. 
v. 13. C. ii. v. 2. C. iii. v. 14. 


SECT, 3. Of the Ordinances and Conſtitutions 
; of the Church. 


„ Why do you make Profeſſion of admitting and 
embracing all the Ordinances and Conſtitutions of the 
Church ? | 

A. Becauſe Chriſt has ſo commanded. He that 
heareth you, heareth me, and he that 7% eth you, de- 
Spiſeth me, Luke x. v. 16. As my Father hath ſent 
me, even ſo I ſend you, John xx. v. 21. Hence St. 
Paul, Heb. xiii. v. 17 tells us, Obey them that have 
the rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves. 

Q. Ay does the Church command ſo many Holidays 
to be kept ? Is it not enough to keep the Sunday holy? 

A. God in theold Law did not think it enough to 
appoint the weekly Sabbath, which was the Satur- 
day But alſo ordain'd ſeveral other Feſtivals, as that 
of the Paſſover, in Memory of the Delivery of his 
People from the Egyptian Bondage, that of the J/eeks 
or Pentecoſt, that of Tabernacles, &c. and the Church 
has done the ſame in the new Law, to celebrate the 
Memory of the chief Myſteries of our Redemption, 
and to bleſs God in his Saints. And in this, Protęſtants 
ſeem to agree with us, by appointing almoit all the 
fame Holidays in their Common-Prayer-Book. 

Q. Is it not ſaid in the Law, Exod. xx. v. . Six 


days ſhalt thou labour and do all thy work, c. Why * 


then ſhould the Church derogate from this Part of the 
Commandment? 8 


A. This was to be underſtood in caſe no Holiday | 


came in the Week; otherwiſe the Law would con- 


tradict itſelf, when in the 23d Chap. of Leviticus it 


appoints ſo many other Holidays beſides the naps 
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with Command to abſtain from all ſervile Work on 


Q. As to faſting Days, do you look upon it ſinful to 


eat Meat on thoſe Days without Neceſſity ? 


A. Yes: Becauſe it is a Sin to diſobey the Church : 

rh he neglect to hear the church, let him be to thee as a 
eathen and a publican. Matt. xviii. v. 17. 

Q. Does not Chriſt ſay, Matt. xv. v. 11. That 
which gocth into the Mouth doth not defile a Man? 

A. True: Tis not any Uncleanneſs in the Meat, 
as many ancient Hereticks imagin'd, or any Dirt or 
Duſt which may ſtick to it by eating it without firſt 
waſhing the Hands, (of which Caſe our Lord ſpeaks 
in the Text here quoted) which can defile the Soul: 
For every Creature of God is good, and whatſoever 
corporal Filth enters in at the Mouth is caſt forth into 
the Draught: But that which defiles the Soul, when 
a Perſon eats Meat on a faſting Day, is the Diſobe- 
dience of the Heart, in tranſgreſſing the Precept of 
the Church of God. In like Manner, when Adam 
cat of the forbidden Fruit, it was not the Apple 
which entered in by the Mouth, but the Diſobe- 
dience to the Law of God which defiled him. 
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Of the Sacraments, 


Ii AT do you mean by a Sacrament? 
2 A. An Inſtitution of Chri/?, conſiſting in 
ſome outward Sign or Ceremony, by which Grace 
is given to the Soul of the worthy Receiver. 

8 How many ſuch Sacraments do you find in Scrip- 
ture 

A. Theſe Seven; Baptiſm, Confirmation, Euchariſt, 
(which Prote/tants call the Lord's Supper) Penance, 
Extreme Un#tion (or the Anointing of the Sick) Holy 
Orders, and Matrimony. Q. What 
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Qt. What Scripture have you for Baptiſm ? 

A. John iii. v. 5. Except a man be born of water 
and of the fpirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
Matt. xxviii. v. 19. Go teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 

Q. How do you prove that this Commiſſion given to 
the Apoſtles of baptizing all Nations, is to be underſtood 
of Bajtiſm adminiſter d in Mater? 

A. From the Belief and Practice of the Church of 
Chri/t in all Ages, and of the Apoſtles themſelves 
who adminiſter'd Baptiſm in Water: As viii. v. 

6, 38. Sce here is water, ſaid the Eunuch to St. 
hilip, what does hinder me to be baptized : And 
they went down bath into the water, both Philip and 
the Eunuch ; and he baptized him. Acts x. v. 47, 48. 
Can any man forbid water, ſaid St. Peter, that theſe 
ſhould not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghoſt 


as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized 


in the name of the Lord. 
Q. What do you mean by Confirmation ? 


A. Confirmation is a Sacrament, wherein, by the 


Invocation of the Holy Ghoſt, and Impoſition of the 
Biſhop's Hands with the Unction of Holy Chriſm, 
a Perſon receives the Grace of the H. Ghoſt, and a 
Strength in order to the Prefeffion of his Faith. 

Q. What Scripture have you for Confirmation? 

A. Acts viii. v. 15, 17. Where Peter and Fohn con- 
firm'd the Samaritans. They pray d for them that they 
might receive the Holy Ghoſt.—T hen laid they their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Ghoſt. 

Q. What Scripture have you for the Euchariſt, or 
Supper of the Lor. | 
A. We have the Hiſtory of its Inſtitution ſet 


down at large, Mat. xxvi. Mar. xiv. Luke xxii. 1 Cor. 


Xi. And that this Sacrament was to be continued in 
the Church till the Lord comes, that is, till the Day of 
Judgment, we learn from St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. v. 26. 
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Q. What do you mean by the Sacrament of Penance © 
i A. The Confeſſion of Sins with a ſincere Repent- 
1 ance, and the Prieſt's Abſolution, 
I Q. What Scripture have you to prove that the Bi- 
3 /hops and Priefls of the Church have Power to abſobve 
„ . . 
the Sinner that confeſſes his Sins with a ſincere Re- 
 pentance? 
j A. John xx. v. 22, 23. Receive ye the H. Ghoſt : 
* IWheoſeſoever fins ye remit, they are remitted unto them: 
And whoſeſoever ſins ye retain, they are retained. Matt. 
> Xxviii. v. 18. Verily I ſay unto you, Whatſoever ye ſhall 
ind on earth ſhall be bound in heaven : And whatſoever 
4 ye ſhall looſe on earth ſhall be looſed in heaven. Which 
Texts Prote/kants ſeem to underſtand in the ſame 
' Manneras we, ſince, in their Common-Prayer-Book, 
in the Order for the Viſitation 4. the Sick, we find this 
> Rubrick: Here ſhall the fick Perſon be moved to make 
4 ſpecial Confeſſion of his Sins, if he feels his Conſcience 
' troubled with any weighty Matter. After which Con- 
feſſion the Prieft ſhall abſolue him (if he humbly and 
heartily deſire it) after this Sort: 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath left Power to 
his Church to abſolve all Sinners who truly repent and 

believe in him, of his great Mercy forgive thee thine 
Offences : And by his Authority committed to me, I 
abſolve thee from all thy Sins, In the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the H. Ghoſt. Amen. 

Q. How do you prove from the Texts above quoted of 
— xx. 8 22, 23. and Matt. xviii. v. 18. 75 Ne- 
ceſſity of the Faithful confeſſing their Sins to the Paſtors 
0 9 i * obtain the Je diet and 

i ion of them ? 

A. Becauſe in the Texts above quoted Chriſt has 
made the Paſtors of his Church his Judges in the 
Courtof Conſcience, with Commiſſion and Authority 

to bind or to looſe, to forgive or to retain Sins, accord- 
ing to the Merits of the Cauſe, and the Diſpoſition 
of the Penitents. Now as no Judge can paſs _ 
Wach- 
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without having a full Knowledge of the Cauſe ; which 
cannot be had in this Kind of Cauſes, which regard 
Men's Conſciences, but by their own 'Confeffion ; it 
clearly follows, that he whe has made the Paſtors of 
his Church, the Judges of Men's Conſciences, has 
alſo laid an Obligation upon the Faithful to lay open 
the State of their Conſciences to them, if they hope 
to have their Sins remitted. Nor would our Lord 
have given to his Church the Power of retaining Sins, 
much leſs the keys of the kingdom of heaven, Matt. 
xvi. v. 19. if ſuch Sins as exclude Men from the 
Kingdom of Heaven might be remitted. indepen- 
dently of the Keys of the Church, 

. Have you any «ther Texts of Scripture, which 
favour the Catholick Doctrine and Practice of Con- 
feſſion ? 

A. Yes. We find in the old Law, which was a 
Figure of the Law of Cbriſt, that ſuch as were in- 
fected with the Leproſy, which was a Figure of 
din, were obliged to ſhew themſelves to the Prieſts, 
and ſubjeCt themſelves to their Judgment. See Lev. 
xili. and xiv. and Matt. viii. v. 4. Which, according 
to the holy Fathers, was an Emblem of the Confeſ- 
ſion of Sins in the Sacrament of Penance. And in 
the fame Law a ſpecial Confeſſion of Sins was ex- 
preſsly preſcribed. Numb. v. v. 6, 7. When a man 
or woman ſhall commit any ſin that men commit, to 
& à treſpaſs againſt the Lord, and that perſon be 
guilty, then they ſhall confeſs their fin which they have 
done. The ſame is preſcribed in the New Teſta- 


ment, James v. v. 16. Confeſs your faults one to 


another; that is, to the Prieſts or Elders of the 


Church, whom the Apoſtle had order'd to be call'd 


for, v. 14. And this was evidently the Practice 


of the firſt Chriſtians. Acts xix. v. 18. Many that be- 
lieved, came and confeſſed, and ſhew'd their Deeds, 

Q. What do you mean by Extreme O's 8 
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H. Lou have both the full Deſcription and Proof 
of it, James v. v. 14, 15. 4s any ſick among you, let 
bim call for the elders ( x peoourtpus, the prieſts) of the 
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord And the prayer of faith ſhall 
ſave the ſick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up and if 
he have committed fins, they ſhall be forgiven him. 

Q. What is Holy Order ? | I 

A. A Sacrament inſtituted by Chri/t, by which Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts, &c. are conſecrated to their reſpeCtive 
Functions, and receive Grace to diſcharge them well. 

Q. When did Chriſt inſtitute the Sacrament of 
Holy Order ? „ 

A. At his laſt Supper, when he made his Apoſtles 
Prieſts, by giving them the Power of conſecrating the 
Bread and Wine into his Body and Blood, Luke xxii. 
d. 19. Do this in Remembrance of me. Lo which he 
added, after his Reſurrection, the Power of forgiving 
the Sins of the Penitent, Jahn xx, v. 22, 23. 
Q. l bat Scripture Proof have you that Holy Orders 
give Grace to thoſe that receive them worthily © 
A. The Words of St. Paul to Timothy, whom 
be had ordain'd Prieſt by Impoſition of Hands. 2 

Tim. i. v. 6. Stir 7 the gift (76 xapioua) of God, 
which is in thee by the putting on of my hands ; and 1 
Tim. iv. v. 14. Neglett not the gift that is in thee, 
* which was given thee by prophecy, by the laying on of the 

Handi of the preſbytery. | 

72 ben was atrimony inſtituted ? 

A. It was firſt inſtituted by God Almighty in 
Paradiſe between our firſt Parents; and this Inſtitu- 
| tion was confirm'd by Chri/t in the new Law. Mat. 
2 XiX. v. 4, 5, 6. where he concludes. Mat God 
Halb joined together let no man put aſunder. 

Q. Haw do you prove that 


4 atrimony is. a Sa- 
x2 Ccrament. 
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5 A. Becauſe it is a Conjunction made and ſanctified 
by God himſelf, and not to be diſſolwd by any 
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Power of Man; as being a ſacred Big, or myſterious 


Repreſentation of the indiſſoluble Union of Chr:/? 
and his Church. Epheſ. v. v. 31, 32. For this cauſe 
Hall a man leave his father and mother, and ſhall be join- 
ed to his wife, and they two ſhall be one fleſh. This is a 


great myſtery (ursipio, a Sacrament) but I ſpeak con- 


cerning Chriſt and the church, eis xp v tis Thy txxAn- 
ri, in Chriſt and in the church. | 

Q. Why does the Church not allow of the Marriage 

of the Clergy ? 
A. Becauſe upon their entering into Holy Orders, 
they make a Vow, or ſolemn Promiſe, toGod and the 
Church, to live continently ; now the Breach of ſuch 
a Vow as this would be a great Sin; witneſs St. Paul, 
1 Tim. v. v. 11, 22. where ſpeaking of Widows 
that are for marrying, after having made ſuch a Vow 
as this, he ſays, they have damnation becauſe they have 
caſt off their firſt faith, that is, their ſolemn Engage- 
ment made to God. 

Q. But why does the Church recerve none to Holy 
Orders, but thoſe that make this Vow ? 

A. Becauſe ſhe does not think it proper, that they, 
who by their Office and Functions ought to be wholly 
devoted to the Service of God, and the Care of Souls, 
ſhould be diverted from theſe Duties by the Diſtracti- 
ons of a married Life, 1 Cor. vii. v. 32, 33. He that 
is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the 
Lord, how he may pleaſe the Lord, But he that is mar- 
ried, careth for the things that are of the world, how he 
may pleaſe his wife. | = 

Q. does the Church make uſe f ſo many Cere- 


monies in adminiſtring the Sacraments ? 


A. To ftir up Devotion in the People, and Re- 2 


verence to the ſacred Myſteries; to inſtruct the 
Faithful concerning the Effects and Graces given by 
the Sacraments ; and to perform Things relating to 


God's Honour and Salvation of Souls with a becom- 
it. nn ein - SM a 9 
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QQ Have you any Warrant from Scripture for the 
= Uſe 7 oy Ceremonies. | 

Ves: We have. the Example of Chriſt, who 
frequently uſed the like Ceremonies. For inſtan 
in curing the Man that was deaf and dumb, Mari 
vii. v. 33, 34. In curing him that was born 
blind, Jobn ix. v. 6, 7. In breathing upon his 
Apoſtles when he gave them the Holy Ghoſt, John 
XX. Ve 22, Sec. bt 


SPESSSSSSSS b 
HAP. VV. 
Of the Real Preſence and Tranſubſtantiation. 


| 
10. 72 HAT is the Doctrine of the Catholick 
3 2 C Church in relation to this Article? 
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A. We believe and profels, That in the moſt holy 
y + 2 Sacrament of the Huchariſi, there is truly, really and 
| AZ ſubſtantially the Body and Blood, together with the Soul 
and Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And that there 
y 4 Converſion (or Change) of the whole Subſtance 5f 
tze Bread into his Body, and of the iubole Subſiance of 
_ 2 the Hine intd his Blood : Which Converſion (or Change) 
it © the Catholick: Church calls Tranſubſtantiation. 
e Q. What Proofs have you for this ? 
A. ½, Matt. xxvi. v. 26. As they were eating, 
hs Fieſus took bread and bleſſed it, and break it, and gave it 
0 the diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat; IHIS Is mt 
2. 3 BODY. - And be took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, ſaying, Drint ye all of it. Fox 
e- ruls 1s MY BLOOD or THE NEW TESTAMENT 
he WHICH 1s sHED FOR MANY. FOR, THE REMis= 


by 9 SION OF SIN8. | Mark xiv. v. 22, 24. Take, eat ; 
to Thi i my.body— This is my blaed of the new teflamens 


Rwbichis bed for many. Luke xxii. v. 19. This is my 
Lady which is given for qu. this de in remembrance of me, 
WE _ I — T bis 
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= This cup is the new teſtament in my blood which is 
ſhed for you. 1 Cor. xi. v. 24, 25. Take, eat; 
This is my body tohich is broken for you — This cup is 
the new teſtament in my blood. Which Words of 
Chrift, repeated in ſo many Places, cannot be verified, 
without offering Violence to the Text, any other 
Way than by a real Change of the Bread and Wine 
into his Body and Blood. | 
2dly, 1 Cor. x. v. 16. The cup of bleſſing which © 
ze bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood of Chriſt ? © 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Chriſt ® Which Interrogation of the A- 
poſtle is certainly equivalent to an Affirmation; and 
evidently declares, that in the bleſſed Sacrament we 
really receive the Body and Blood of Chri/t. bes. 
34ly, 1 Cor. xi. v. 27, 29. HWheſcever ſhall eat 
this bread or drink the cup of the Lord umworthily, © 
ſhall be GUtLTY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF + 
THE LoRD — He that eateth and drinteth umworthily, 
eateth and drinteth damnation to himſelf, xo Dee. 
CERNING THE BODY OF OUR LORD. Now how © 
ſhould a Perſon be guilty ef the Body and Bleed of the © 
Lord, by receiving unworthily, if what he received 
were only Bread and Wine, and not the Body ans 
Blood of our Lord? Or where ſhould be the Crime of 
net diſcerning «the Body of our Lord, if the Body of our 
Lord were not there? UNE 
4thly, John vi. v. 51, Cc. The bread that I will 
give is my fleſh, which I will give for the life of the | 
world. The Fews therefare firove amongſt themſelves, 
ſaying, How can this Man give. us his fleſh to eat ? 
T hen Jeſus ſaid unto. them, a 7 erily, verily, 1 ſay unto © 
you, except ye eat the fleſh of the Son PA man, and 
drink his blond, ye have no "je in . Whoſo eateth 
my fi ſb, and drinketh my. blood, hath eternal life, and 
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1 will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. FoR MY FILESN 
IS MEAT INDEED, AND MY BLOOD IS (DRINK © 
INDEED. Te that eateth my fieſh, and drinleth my © 
| | blood, 
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N 5. Blood, awelleth in mes and I in him. As the living Fa- 
tber hath fent me, and I live by the Father : ſo he that 
XV :ateth me, even he ſhall live by me. This is that bread 
XZ which came down from heaven, not as your fathers did 
tat manna and are dead: he that eateth of this bread 
hall live for ever. 
© # Hence the Prote/tants, in their Catechiſm in the 
„ = Common-Prayer-Book, are forced to acknowledge 
h * that the Body and Blood of Chriſt are verily and indeed 
1 taten and received by the Faithful in the Lord's Supper. 
Now how that can be verily and indeed talen and re- 
2? ceiv'd which is not verily and indeed there, is a greater 


d 4 Myſtery than Tranſubſtantiation. 
e : 
| The literal Senſe is hard to Fleſh and Blood: 
at But Nonſenſe never can be under/Yood. 
y, | | Dryden Hind. and Panth, 


„ Þ Q. Are we not commanded, Luke xxii. 9. 19. to 
„ receive the Sacrament in remembrance of Chr? 


4 ot / A. Yes, we are: And St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. UV, 
Wl 2056. lets us know what it is that is to be the Object 


of our Remembrance when we receive, when he tells 
ed, us, Ye do ſhew (or ſhew forth) the Lord's Death till 
be comes. But this Remembrance is no ways oppoſite. 
of to the real Preſence of Chriſrs Body and Blood: 
On the contrary, what better Remembrance can there 
be of Chri/”s Death and Paſſion, than to receive un- 
der the ſacramental Veils the ſame Body and Blood 
the in which he ſuffered for us? © 
„ Q. Why then db you blame Proteſtants for taking 
Xx this Sacrament in Remembrance of Chriſt. 
= A. We don't blame them for taking it in Remem- 
XZ france of him: But we blame them for taking it as 
a bare Remembrance, ſo as to exclude the Reality of 
his Body and Blood. That is, we blame them for 
taking the Remembrance and leaving out the Sub- 
ſtance; whereas the Words of Chriſi require that 
they ſhould acknowledge both. e 
113 C 2 Q. But 
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Q. But how is it poſſible that the Sacrament ſhould 
contain the real Body and Blood of Chrilt. 

A. Becauſe nothing is impoſſible to the Almighty ; 
and it is the higheſt Raſhneſs, not to ſay Blaſphemy, 
= = Worms of the Earth to diſpute the Power 
of God. 


OM WW WM WW WY W WM MP We 
CHAP. V. 


Of Communion in one Kind, 


Q. HAT is the Doctrine of the Church as to 
Ibis Point? | 

A. We profeſs, that under either Kind alone Chriſt 
1s recerved whole and entire, and a true Sacrament. 

Q. What Prof have you for this; | 

A. Becauſe, as we have ſeen in the foregoing 
Chapter, the Bread by Conſecration is truly and 
really changed into the Body of Chriſt, and the Wine 
into his Blood: Now both Faith and Reaſon tell 
us, that the living Body of the'Son of God cannot 
be without his Blood, nor his Blood without his 
Body : Nor his Body and Blood without his Soul 
and Divinity. *Tis true, he ſhed his Blood for us 
in his Paſſion; and his Soul at his Death was part- 
ed from his Body : But now he is riſen from the 


Dead immortal and impaſſible, and can ſhed his Blood 1 
no more, nor die any more. Chrift being raiſed rom 


the dead, ſays the Apoſtle, Rom. iv. v. . dieth no 


more; death hath no more dominion over him. There- 


fore whoſoever receives the Body of Chriſt, receives 
Chri/t himſelf whole and entire ; there is no receiving 
him by Parts. | | 
Q. But does not Chriſt ſay, John vi. v. 53. Ex- 
cept ye eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you? 0 
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A. True. But according to the Catholick Doc- 
trine we do this, tho' we receive under one Kind 
alone, becauſe under either Kind we receive both 
the Body and Blood of Chri/t : Whereas our Adver- 
faries that make this Objection receive neither one 
nor the other, but only a little Bread and Wine. 
Beſides, this Objection does not ſound well in Pro- 
= Mouths, becauſe they ſay thoſe Words of 

hrift were not ſpoken of the Sacrament, but only 


z of Faith. | 


Q. Are net all Chriſtians commanded to drink of the 


| a Cup, Mat. xxvi. v. 27. Drink ye all of it. 
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A. No: That Command was only addreſs'd to 


3 the twelve Apoſtles, who were the all that were then 
> preſent, and they all drank of it, Mark xiv. v. 23. 


Q. Hot do you prove, that thoſe Words are not to be 


| 1 under ſtoad as a Command directed to all Chriſtians ? 


A. Becauſe the Church of Chriſt, which is the 


> beſt Interpreter of his Word, never underſtood them 
2 ſo; and therefore from the very Beginning, on many 
2 Occaſions, ſhe gave the Holy Communion in one 
Kind, :for inſtance, to Children, to the Sick, to the 
Faithful in Time of Perſecution, to be carried Home 
with them, c. as appears from the moſt certain 
Monuments of Antiquity. 


Q. But are not the Faithful thus deprived of a great 


Part of the Grace of this Sacrament. 


A. No; becauſe under one Kind they receive the 
ſame as they would do under both; infomuch as 


they receive Chriſt himſelf whole and entire, the 


Author and Fountain of all Graces. 


Q. Why then ſhould the Prief in the Maſs re- 


ceive in both Kinds any more than the reſt. of the 


W 3 

A. Becauſe the Maſs being a Sacrifice, in which, 
by the Inſtitution of our Lord, the ſhedding of his 
Blood and his Death was to be in a lively Mannes 
__ C 3 © repreſented; 
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repreſented ; it is requiſite that the Prieſt, who as 
the Miniſter of Ch1/ offers this Sacrifice, ſhould, 
tor the more lively repreſenting of the Separation of 
Chri/Ps Blood from his Body, conſecrate and receive 
in both Kinds, as often as he ſays Maſs. Whereas 
at other Times, neither Prieſt, nor Biſhop, nor Pope 
himſelf, even upon their Death-bed, receives any 
otherwiſe than the reſt of the Faithful, viz. in one 
Kind only, "IRE Sf beds. 
Q. Have you any Texts 
Communion in one Rind? 1 
A. Yes. I/, All ſuch Texts as promiſe ever - 
laſting Life to them that receive, tho' but in ane 
Kind ; as John vi. v. 51. The bread that I will 
give rs my fleſh, which I will give for the life of the 
world, V. 57. He that eateth me, even he ſhall live 
by me. V. 58. He that eateth of this bread, ſhall 
live for ever. Gopal 2 
2dly, AN ſuch Texts as make mention of the 
Faithful receiving the Holy Communion, under the 
Name of Breaking of Bread, without any mention 
of the Cup; as, Acts ii. v. 24. They. continued 
e in the apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip, and 
n breaking of bread and in prayers. V. 46. Conti- 


ning daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 


of Scripture that favour 


bread from houſe to houſe. Acts xx. v. 7. Upon'the | 
fir/t day of the week, when the diſciples came together to 


| break bread. Luke xxiv. v. 30, 31. He took bread 


and bleſſed it, and break, and gave to them, and their 
eyes tbere opened, and they | kneto him, and he vaniſhed © 
1 Cor. xi. v. 19. V being mam, 
are one bread,” and one body, for we are all partater? 


out of their fight. 


of that one bread. | 


34ly, 1 Cor. xi. v. 27. Where the Apoſtle de- 
clares, that whoſoever receives under either Kind 
unworthily, is guilty both of the Body and Blood 4 
of Cbriſt. 2 fall cat this bread, or drin 
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z n) this cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty 


bk of the body and blood of our Lord. Where the Prote- 
ant Tranſlators have evidently corrupted the Text 
by putting in and drink inſtead of or drink, as it is 
in the Original. 

Q. What are the Reaſons why the Church does not 
eeive the Communion to all her Children in both Kinds ? 
A. 1½, Becauſe of the Danger of ſpilling the 
Blood of Chriſt, which could hardly be avoided, if 
All were to receive the Cup. 24ly, Becauſe, conſi- 

dering how ſoon Wine decays, the Sacrament could 

not well be kept for the Sick in both Kinds. 3%ly, 
Becauſe ſome Conſtitutions can neither endure the 
Taſte nor Smell of Wine. 4thly, Becauſe true 
Wine in ſome Countries is very hard to be met with. 
g5thly, In fine, in oppoſition to thoſe Hereticks that 
deny that Chriſt is receiv'd whole and entire under 
either Kind. 


ee Fo FotoForotorer t LOL Lororeore: 
3 CHAP. VI. 
ieh Of the Maſs. 
Q pj) H 4T 25 the Catholick Docirine as 10 the 


A. That in the Maſs there is offer d to God a true, 
proper and propitiatory Sacrifice for the Living and the 
Dead. 


Q. What do you mean by the Maſs ? © | 
A. The Conſecration and Oblation of the Body 
and Blood of Chr:i/# under the ſacramental Veils or 
Appearances of Bread and Wine: So that the Maſs 
was inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf at his laſt. Supper: 
Cbriſt himſelf ſaid the firſt Maſs ; and ordain'd that 
his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors ſhould do the like. 
Do this in remembrance of me, Luke xxii. 19, 

Q. I bat do you mean by a propitiatory Sacrifice ? 
REL A. A 
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A. A Sacrifice for obtaining Mercy, or by which 
God is moved to Mercy. | 

Q. How do you prove that the Maſs is ſuch a Sa- 
orifice? 0— 

7 Becauſe in the Maſs Chriſt himſelf, as we have 
ſeen, Chap. iv. is really preſent, and by Virtue of the 
Conſecration, is there exhibited and preſented to the 
eternal Father under the ſacramental Veils, which, 


by their ſeparate Conſecration, repreſent his Death. 


ow what can more move God to Mercy, than the 
Oblation of his only Son there really preſent, and 
under this Figure of Death repreſenting to his Fa- 
ther that Death which he ſuffered for us ? 

Q. What Scripture do you bring for this ? 

A. The Words of Conſecration, as they are rela- 
ted by St. Luke, Chap. xxii. v. 19, 20. This is my 
body, which is given for you——This cup is the new teſta- 
ment in my blood which (Cup) is ſhed for you. For 
if the Cup be ſhed for us, that is, for our Sins, it 
muſt needs be Propitiatory, at leaſt by applying to 
us the Fruits of the bloody Sacrifice of the Croſs. 

Q. Il hat other Text of the Scripture do the Fathers 


apply to the Sacrifice 4 the Maſs ? 


A. 1, The Words of God in the firſt Chapter of 
the Prophet Malach. v. 10, 11. where, rejecting the 
ewiſh Sacrifices, he declares his Acceptance of that 
crifice, or = Offering, which ſhould be made to 
him in every Place among the Gentiles. 24ly, Thoſe 
Words of the Pſalmiſt, Pſ. cx. v. 4. Thou art a 
grief for ever, according to the order of Melchiſedech : 
Why according to the Order of elchiſedech, ſay the 
holy Fathers, but by Reaſon of the Sacrifice of the 
Euchariſt prefigur'd by that Bread and Wine offer'd 
by Melchiſedech, Gen. xiv. v. 18. r 
Q. Hhy does the Church celebrate the Maſs in the 
Latin, which the People, for the moſt Part, do not un- 
derſtand ? * 
| a d. © 
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A. 1ft, Becauſe it is the ancient Language of the 


Church uſed in the publick Liturgy in all Ages in 
the weſtern Parts of the World. 24h), For a greater 


Uniformity in the publick Worſhip; that ſo a 
Chriſtian, in whatſoever Country he chances to be, 


map ſtill find the Liturgy performed in the ſame 


Manner, and in the ſame anguage, to which he is 
accuſtomed at Home. 3dly, To avoid the Changes 


which all vulgar Languages. are daily expoſed to. 
* 4thly, Becauſe the Maſs being a Sacrifice which the 


Prieſt, as Miniſter of Chriſt, is to offer, and the Pray- 
ers of the Maſs being moſtly fitted for this End, it 
is enough that they be in a Language which he un- 
derſtands. Nor is this any ways injurious to the 
People, who are inſtructed to accompany him in eve- 
ry Part of this Sacrifice, by Prayers accommodated 
to their Devotion, which they have in their ordinary 
Prayer-Books. | 
. What is the beſt Manner of hearing Maſs? © 
A. The Maſs being inſtituted for a ſtanding Me- 
morial of Chriſt's Death and Paſhon, and being in 
Subſtance the ſame Sacrifice as that which Chriſi of- 
fer'd upon the Croſs, becauſe both the Prieſt and the 
Victim is the ſame Jeſus Chriſt; there can be no 
better Manner of hearing Maſs than by meditating 
on the Death and Paſſion of Chriſt there repreſented ; 
and putting one's ſelf in the ſame Diſpoſitions of Faith, 
Love, Repentance, Ec. as we ſhould have endea- 
voured to excite in ourſelves, had we been preſent 
at his Paſſion and Death on mount Calvary ? 
Q. What are the Ends for which this Sacrifice is 
offered to Gad? If 
A. Principally theſe four, which both Prieſt and 
People ought to have in View. 1. For God's own 
Honour and Glory. 2. In Thankſgiving for all his 


© Bleſſings conferr'd on us, thro? fo Chr:/t our Lord, 


3. In Satisfaction for our Sins, thro' his Blood. 4. For 
obtaining Grace and all neceſlary Bleſſings _ Gol, 
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CHAP. vn. 
Of Purgatory. 


Q. WH AT is the Doctrine of the Church as to 
this Point? 

A. We conftantly hold that there is a Purgatory, 
and that the Souls therein detained are helped by the 
Suffrages of the Faithful : That is, by the Prayers 
and Alms offered for them, and principally by the 
holy Sacrifice of the Maſs. | 
Q. I bat ds you mean by Purgatory ? 

A. A middle State of Souls which depart this Life 
in God's Grace, yet not without ſome leſſer Stains 
or Guilt of Puniſhment, which retards them from 
entering Heaven. But as to the particular Place where 
theſe Souls ſuffer, or the Quality of the Torments 
which they ſuffer, the Church has decided nothing. 
Q. What Sort of Chriſtians then go to Purgatory ? 
A. 1/, Such as die guilty of leſſer Sins, which we 

commonly call Venial; as many Chriſtians do, who, 
either by ſudden Death, or otherwiſe, are taken out 
of this Life before they have repented for theſe or- 
dinary Failings. 24), Such as having been formerly 
guilty of greater Sins, have not made full Satisfac- 
tion for them to the divine Juſtice. 


Q. Why do you ſay that thoſe who die guilty of 


leſſer Sins go to Purgatory ® 
| 2 ee ſuch nord MER this Life before they 
have repented for theſe yenial Frailties and Imper- 
fections, cannot be ſuppoſed to be condemn'd to the 
eternal Torments of Hell, ſince the Sins of which 
they are guilty are but ſmall, which even God's 
Servants are more or leſs liable to. Nor can 
they go ſtrait to Heaven in this State, becauſe the 
_ Scripture ' aſſures us, Revelat. xxi. v. 27. There 
[hall in no wiſe enter thither any thing that _ 
I $5} 4 122 ow 
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Nor every Sin, be it cver ſo ſmall, certainly de- 
fileth the Soul. Hence our Saviour aſſures us, that 


we are to render an Account even fer every idle word. 


Matt. xii. v. 36. _ | 


Q: Upon what then do you ground your Belief of 
Purgatory ? | 

A. Upon Scripture, Tradition, and Reaſon. 

Q. How upon Scripture? | 

A. Becauſe the Scripture in many Places aſſures 
us, that God will render. to every one according to his 
works, Pf. Ixii. v. 12. Matt. xvi. v. 27, Rom. ii. 
v. 6. Revel. xxii. v. 12. Now. this would not be 
true, if there were no ſuch Thing as Purgatory ; 
for how would God render to every one according 
to his Works, if ſuch as die in the Guilt of any, 
even the leaſt Sin, which they have not taken care 
to blot out by Repentance, would nevertheleſs go 
ſtrait to Heaven? F | ' 

Q. Have jeu any other Text which the Fathers and 

WW ical Writers interpret of Pia gatory e 
A. Yes, 1 Cor. iii. v. 13, 14, 15 Every man's 
work ſhall be made manifeſt. For the dgy ſhall declare 
it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed by fire. And the fire ſhall 
try every man's work, of what 'fort it is. If any man's 
work abide whith he hath built thereupon [that is, upon 
the Foundation, which is Jeſus Cbriſi, v. 11,]. he 
ſhall receive a reward. If any man's work ſhall be 
burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs: BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL 
BE SAVED, 'YET SO as BY FIRE. From which 
Text it appears, that ſuch as both in their Faith, 
and in the Þ ractice of their Lives, have ſtuck to the 
Foundation, which is Fefus Chrift, ſo as not to for- 
feit his Grace by mortal Sin; tho? they have other- 


_ wiſe been guilty of great Imperfections, by building 


Mood, Hay, and Stubble, (v. 12.) upon this Founda» 
tion; it appears, I ſay, that ſuch as theſe, according 
to the Apoſtle, muſt paſs thro* a fiery Trial, at 
the Time that every man's work ſhall be made mant- 
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2 which is not till the next Life; and that they 
all oy aved indeed, yet fo. as by fire, that is, by 
rſt thro Pu 
* Matt. v. v. 25, 2b. Aw uaith thine adver- 
fary quickly, whilſt thou art in the way with him : Leſt 
at any time the adverſary deliver thee to the judge, 
and the" judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be caſi 
into priſon. Veri), I ſay unto thee, thou ſha't by na 
means come out thence till thou haſt paid the uttermo/t 
farthing. Which Text St. "ths aff one of the moſt 
ancient F — underſtands -of the Priſon of Pur- 
gato 1105 . $2, ad Antonianum. 

2h, att, xii. v. F I poſoever ſpraketh againſt 
the "Hol Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, neither in 
this world, neither in the world to come. Which laſt 

Words plainly imply, that fome Sins which are not 
forgiven in this World may be forgiven in the World 
to come : Otherwiſe, why ſhould our Saviour make 
any Mention of Forgiveneſs in the World to 
come? Now if there'ma = Forgiveneſs of Sins 
in the World: to come, be a Pu be. 
ry ; for in Hell there is no F rene, ak in 
ven no Sin. 

Heſides, 2 middle Place! is allo mply's; 1 ; Pet. il. I 
v. 18, 19,'20: where Chrift' is ſaid by his Spirit to 
have gone and preath'd to the bun ns pri which 
ſome time were Aiſobiciont, &c. Which Priſon could 
de no other than Purgatory : : For as to che Spirits 
that were in the Priſon of Hell, * r e did 
—_ go to preach to them. 

& How a von ground the Belief of Pirgatory er 
Tradition? 05 „ fü! 

A. Becauſe-both the Fewiſh Church, Jon; before 
our 8aviour's Coming, and the Chr: lian Church, 
from the very Beginning, in all 2 and all Nations, 
have offer *d Prayers an Sacrifice or the Repofe and 
Relief of the Faithful departed : As appears-in regard 
to the Foros from '2 Matcab. xii. here this Practice 
te * is 
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is approved of, which Books of Maccabeet, the 
Church, ſays St. Arent L. 18. de Civ. Dei, e. 
36, accounts canonical, tho' the Fews do not. And 
in regard to the Chriſtian Church, the ſame is evi- 
dent from all the Fathers, and the moſt, ancient 
iturgies. Now ſuch Prayers as theſe evidently im- 
ply the Belief of a Purgatory : For Souls in Heaven 
and in no Need of our Prayers, and thoſe in Hell 
annot be bettered by them. | 12 2 
Q. He do you ground the Belief of Purgatory ups 
en Reaſon? , * | n 
14. Ee Reaſon clearly teaches theſe two 
Things: -1/7, That all and every Sin, how ſmall 
ſoever, deſerves Puniſhment. 2dly. That ſome Sins 
gare ſo ſmall, either through the Levity of the Mat- 
ter, or for want of full Deliberation in the Action, 
uns not to deſerve eternal Puniſhment. From whence 
St is plain, that beſides the Place of eternal Puniſh- 
ment, which we call Hell, there muſt be alſo a 
Place of temporal Puniſhment for ſuch as die in 
Mittle Sins, and this we call Purgatory, 
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CHAP VIII. 


N. HI H AT is the Catholick Doctrine touching 
the Veneration and Invocation of Saints? 

A. We are taught, 7/7, That there is an Honour 
Ind Veneration due to the Angels and Saints. 2dly, 
That they offer up Prayers to God for us. 34%, 
Fhat it is good and profitable to invoke them, that 
to have recourſe to their Interceſſion and Prayers. 

thly, That their Relicks are to be had in Venera- 
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Ster. 1. Of the Veneration of the Angels and 
4 5 Saints. a i 


. ˙ 
— 


. 


Q. How do you prove that there is an Hintur and 
Vineration due to the Angels and Saints. NF 
A. Becauſe they are God's Angels and Saints : 
That is to ſay, moſt faithful Servants, Courtiers, 
Friends, and þ avoulites of the King of Kings: 
Who, having highly honoured him, are now highly ** 
Honoured: by him, as he has promiſed, 1 Sam. ii. v. 
30. Them that honazr me I will honour, 8 
,. 2dly, Becauſe they have received from their Lord 
moſt eminent and ſupernatural Gifts of Grace and 
Glory, which make them truly worthy of our Ho- 
nour and Veneration, and therefore we give it them 
as their Due, according to that of the Apoſtle, Rm. 
xiil. v. 7. Honour to whom honour is due. =_ 
Zaly, . E. the Angels of God are our Guar- 
dians, Tutors, and Governors; as appears from ma- 
ny Texts of Scripture, Pf. xci. v. 11, 12. He ſhall * 
give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy 
 wways e they ſhall bear thee up in their „ left thu © 
daſh thy foot againſt a flone. Matt. xviii. v. 10. Take 
heed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little ones; for! 
ſay. unto- you, that in heaven their angels do alway; | ' 
behold the face of my Father that is in heaven. Heb. 
i. v. 14. Are they not all miniſtring ſpirits, ſent RY * 
forth to miniſter for them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. x * 
: *Tis therefore evidently the Will of God, that we 
ſhould have a religious Ven for theſe heaven) 
Guardians. Exodus xxiii. v. 20, 21. Behold fen 
an angel before thee to keep thee in the way, and u ͤU / 
bring thee into the place which I hate prepared : beware x * 


of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not, for ]. 


* . 53 


name is in him. 1 
4thly, Becauſe God has promiſed to his Saints 2 
Power over all Nations, Rev. ii. v. 26, 27. HY © 


that 
F * 


that overcometh and keepeth my words unto the end, to 
= him will I give . power over the nations, and he ſhall 
rule them with à rod of iron—even as I received of my 
Father. Rev. v. v. 10. Thou haſt made us unto our 
Cad kings and prigſis, and we ſhall reign on the 
X earth. Therefore all Nations ought to honour the 
. Saints, as having received from God this kingly 
Power over them. | 
. X <5thly, Becauſe we have Inſtances in Sctipture of 
Honour and Veneration paid to the Angels by the 
„ Servants of God: See Joſhua v. G. 14, 15. 
Heth, Becauſe the Church in all Ages has paid 
this Honour and Veneration to the Saints, by erect- 
ing Churches, and keeping Holidays in their Me- 
mory: A Practice which the Engh/h Proteſtants have 
alſo retained. 2 
Q. Da you then worſhip the Angels and Saints as 
Sole, or give them the Honour that belongs to God alone? 
-. A. No, God forbid : For this would be a high 
\- 3 Treaſon againſt his divine Majeſty. 
Q. bat is the Difference between the Honour which 
59 x 8 +1 to Gad, and that "which you give to the 


„ A. There is no Compariſon between the one and 
the other. We honour God with a ſovereign Ho- 
1; nour, as the ſupreme Lord and Creator of all Things, 
zs our firſt Beginning and our laſt End: We believe 
M in bim alone; we hope in him alone; we love him 
„, above all Things. To him alone we pay our Ho- 
ve mage of divine Adoration, Praiſe, and Sacrifice : 
ts 4 But as for the Saints and Angels, we only reverence 
„% them with an inferior Honour, as belonging to him, 
% Ver his Sale, and upon Account of the Gifts which 
== they have received from him. 


2 
| 
l 


1 

- 3 Q. Do you not give a particular Honour to the Vir- 
Lein Mary? | Wes 

of A. Yes, we do, by reaſon of her eminent Dignity: 

E, of Mother of Ty all generations. e 
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Ber blefſed, Luke i, v. 48. As alſo by reaſon of i 


that Fulneſs of Grace which ſhe enjoyed in this : 


Life, and the ſublime Degree of Glory to which 


ſhe is raiſed in Heaven. But ſtill even this Honour ; 


which we give to her is infinitely inferior to that 


which we pay to God, to whom ſhe is indebted for IF; 


all her Dignity, Grace, and Glory. | 4 
SxcT.. 2, That the Saints and Angels pray is 


Q. How da you prove this? £ 
A. J, From Zeh i. V. 12. Where the Pro- 


het heard an Angel pray 


F for Jeruſalem and the 1 | 
ities of Judah, The Angel » 


Lord anſwered 


and ſaid, O Lord of hoſts, how long wilt thou not have 4 
mercy on Jeruſalem and on the cities of Judah, again. 


which' thou ba/t had indignation theſe threeſcore and ten 
years? 8 . =o 
24%, From Revel. v. v. 8. The four and twenty 


elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of | | 


them Burps and golden vials full of odours, which are 
the prayers of ſaints. And Rev. viii, v. 4. The ſmoke | 
of the incenſe, with the prayers of the ſaints, aſc up 7 
efors God out- the ee band. From which Texts 
it is evident, that both the Saints and Angels offer 
up to God the Prayers of the Saints, that is, of tho 
Faithful upon Earth. 4 
Zaly, Becauſe we profeſs in the Creed the Commu- 
mon of Saints; and St. Paul, Heb. xii. v. 22, 23, 
24. ſpeaking to the Children of the Church of Chriſt, 
tells them that they have a Fellowſhip with the 
Saints in Heaven; You are come unte mount Sion, and 
unto the city f tbe Irving God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, to the gene- 
ral aſſembly and church of the firſt-born which are 
written in heaven, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect, and ow ag the Mediator, &c. Therefore 
the Children of. the Church of Chriſt upon Earth 7 


_ are 


” 
* 
* 


„ 


fame Body, under the under Head, which is Chri/# 


the 
? 4 Hence the ſame Apoſtle, Galat. iv. v. 26 
calls 


the heavenly Jeruſalem our Mather ; and, Epheſ 


WF ii. v. 19. tells us, that we are fellow-crtizens with the 


aint. Therefore the Saints in Heaven have a Care 


and Solicitude for us, as being Members of the ſame 


Body, it being the Property of the Members of tho 


A fame Body to be ſolicitous for one another, 1 Cor. 
ii. v. 25, 26. Conſequently the Saints in Heaven 
| » 


pray ſor us. | 
4thly, Becauſe, according to the Doctrine of the 


7 Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiii. v. 8. it is the Property of the 
= Virtue of Charity not to be loſt in Heaven, as Faith: 


and Hope are there loſt ; Charity, faith St. Paul, 
never faileth. On the contrary, this heavenly Virtue- 
is perfected in Heaven, where, by ſeeing God Face to 
Face, the Soul is inflamed with a moſt ardent Love for- 


God, and for his Sake loves exceedingly his Children, 


her Brethren here below: How then can the Saints 
in Heaven, having ſo a Charity for us, not 
pray for us, ſince the very firſt Thing that Charity. 
prompts a Perſon to do, is to ſeek to ſuccour and- 


7 affiſt thoſe whom he loves?  _ "F330 

5thly, Becauſe we. find; Luke xvi. v. 27, 28. the 
rich Glutton in Hell petitioning in Favour of his five 
*Z Brethren here upon Earth: How much more are we 
to believe, that the Saints in Heaven interceed for 


theif Brethren here ? f 

6thly, Becauſe, Revel. vi. v. 10. the Souls of the 
Martyrs pray for Juſtice againſt their Perſecutors, who 
had put them to Death : How much more do they pray 


I for Mercy for the faithful Children of the Church? 


7thly, In fine, Becauſe our Lord, Luke xvi. v. . 
tells us, Make to yourſelves friends of the mammon of 
unrighteouſneſs ; that when ye fail, they may recerve 
you into everlaſting habitations. Where he gives us to 
underſtand, that the Servants of God, whom we 

| D 3 have 


Carnorick Dofrin, &c. 4r 
are Fellow-members with the Saints in Heaven of 


= - —— —— — — —  - 
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have help'd by our Alms, after they themſelves have 
got to Heaven, help and affiſt us to enter into that 


everlaſting Kingdom. 1041 30-3 


* 
= 


Szer.'3. Of the Imivcation, of Saints. 


A. I mean ſuch Petitions or Requeſts as are made 3 


to deſire their Prayers and . Interceſſions for us. 
Q. Do:Catholicks pray to Gain: 
A. If by praying to Saints you mean addreſſing 


ourſelves to them as to the Authors or Diſpoſers of 
Grace and Gloy, or in ſuch Manner as to ſuppoſe 
that they have any Power to help us, independently 
of God's good Will and Pleaſure, we do not pray t? 


them, but condemn all ſuch Addreſſes as ſuperſtitious 


and: impious. But if, by praying: t9 Saints, you 
mean. no more than deſiring them to pray to God fon 
us, in this Senſe we hold it both good and profitable 


to pray to the Saints. 25 HER 
Q. How do you prove that it is good and profitable 


to dgſire the Saints and Angels in Heaven ta pray e 


A. Becauſe it. is good and profitable to defire;the 7 
Servants of God here upon Earth to pray for us 


For the prayer M a "righteous man availtth much, 


James v. u. 16. Moſes by his Prayets obtained Mer- * 
cy for the Children of 1frael, Exod. xxxii. v. 11, 
14. And Samuel by his Prayers defeated the Phi- 
liſtines, 1 Samuel vii. v. 8, 9, 10. Hence St. Paul, 
in almoſt all his Epiſtles, deſires the Faithful to pray 
ſor him, Rom. xv. v. 30. Eph. vi. v. 18, 19. 1 Thel. 
v. v. 25, Heb. xiii. v. 13. And God himſelf, 7 
Xliii. v. 8. commanded Eliphax and his two Friends 
to go to Job, that Fob ſhould pray for them, promi- 
ſing to accept of his Prayers. Now if it be accept- 
able to God, and good and profitable to ourſelves, 
to ſeek the Prayers and Interceſſion of God's Ser- 
vants here on Earth; muſt it not be much more ſo 
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to ſeek the Prayers and Interceſſion of the Saints in 
Heaven; ſince both their Charity for us, and their 
Credit and Intereſt with God, is much greater now 


X than when they were here upon Earth) 

3 Q. But does it not argue a Want of Confidence in the 

= infinite e and the ſuperabounding Merits 
: Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer, to addreſs ourſelves to the 


9 aints = their Prayers and Interceſſion © (1 | 1, 
7 e o more than to addreſs ourſelves to our Bre- 
Z then, here below, as Proteſtants do when they deſire 
the Prayers of the Congregation ; ſince we deſire no 
more'of the Saints than what we defire- of our Bre- 
thren here below, ' viz. that they would pray for us, 
and with us, to the Infinite Goodneſs of God, who is | 
both our Father and their Father, our Lord and their | 
Lord, by the Merits of his Son Jeſus Chri/?, who'is. | 
both our Mediator and their Mediator. For tho? the, 
Goodneſb of. God and the Merits; of Chriſt be infi- 
nite, yet as this is not to exempt us from frequent 
Prayer for ourſelves, ſo much recommended in Scrip- 
ture, ſo tis no Reaſon for our being backward in 
= ſeeking the Prayers of others, whether in Heaven or 
e * Earth, that fo God may have the Honour, and we 
the Benefit, of ſo many more Prayers. 
„ Qi But is ibere no Danger, by ating thus, of giving 
to the Saints the Honour which belongs ta God alone? 
'# A. No; *tis evident, that to deſire the Prayers and 
In terceſſion of the Saints is by no means giving them 
9 an Honour which belongs to God alone: So far from 
ti, that it would even be a Blaſphemy to beg of God 
co pray for us; becauſe, whoſoever deſires any one to 
5 XR pray for him for the obtaining of a Grace or Bleſſing, 
s XR {ſuppoſes the Perſon; to whom he thus addreſſes him» 
- ſelf to be inferior and dependent of ſome other by 
- X whom this Grace or Bleſſing is to be beſtowed. 
, Q. Have you' any Reaſon to think that the Saints 
'- 3 «and Angels have any Knowledge of your Addreſſes. or Pe- 
9 9 titiaus made to tems * 
9 4. Nes, 
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A." Ves, we have. 1 our Lord aſſures 
us, Luke xv. v. 10. That there is joy in the preſence of 
the angelt ef God, over one ſimer thut repentotb. For 
if they rejoice at our Reperitance, eonſequently they 
have a Knowledge of our Repentance; and if they 
have a Knowledge of our Repentance, what Reaſon 
dan we have to doubt of their knowing our Petitions 
alſo ? And what is here ſaid of the Angels is alſo to be 
underſtood of the Saints, of whom our Lord tells us, 
Luke xx. v. 36. that they ar equal unto the angels. 
auh, Becauſe the Angels of God, who, as we 
have already ſeen, are our Guardians, are always 
amongſt us, and therefore cannot be ignorant of our 
Nequeſts; eſpecially ſince, as we have alſo ſeen from 
Rev. v. v. 8. and viii. v. 4. both Angels and Saints 
offer up our Prayers before the Throne of God, and 
therefore muſt needs know them. WW: en 
Wo » Becauſe it appears from Rev. xi. v. 15. 
Nev. xix. v. 1 and 2. that the Inhabitants. 
of Heaven know what paſſeth upon Earth. Hence 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. iv. v. 9. ſpeaking of himſelf and 
his Fellow - Apoſtles, ſaith, We are made a ſpectacle 
unto the world, and te angels, and to nen. 
4thly. We cannot ſuppoſe that the Saints and An- 
gels, who enj 8 Light of Glory, can be igno- 
rant of ſuch” hings as the Prophets and Servants. 
of God in this World have. often known by the- 
Light of Grace, and even the very Devils. by the 
Light of Nature alone: Since the Light of Glory is 
ſo much more perfect than the Light of Grace or 
Nature, according to the Apoſtle, 1. Cor. xiii. 12. 
For now we ſee through a glaſs darkly ; but then face to 
face : now I know in part; but then ſhall I know even 
as alſo I am known : That is, by a moſt perfect 
Knowledge. Hence, 1 John iii. v. 2. it is written, 
Me ſball be like him (God) for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
Now it is certain, that the Servants of God in this- 
World, by a ſpecial Liglit of Grace, have often known 
| Things 


* — 2 
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Fhings chat paſs'd at a great Diſtance: As Eliſha, 
2 Kings v. knew what paſs d between Naaman and 
his Servant Gehazi; and 2 Kings vi. what was done by 
the King of Syria in his private Chamber. Lis alſs 
certain, that the devils, by the mere Light of Nature, 
know what paſſes amongſt us, as appears by the Cor- 
reſpondence they hold with Magicians, and by their 
being our Accuſers, Rev. xii. v, 10. Therefore we 
cannot reaſonably queſtion, but that the Saints inHea- 
ven know the Petitions which we addreſs unto them. 
_ 5thly, In fine, becauſe it is weak - Reaſoning to 
argue from our corporal Hearing (the Object of | 
which being Sound, that is, a Motion or Undulation | 
of the Air, cannot reach beyond a certain Diſtante) 
= to the Hearing of Spirits, which is independent on 
Sound, and conſequently independent of Diſtance : 
Tho' the Manner of it be hard enough to -explicate 
to thoſe who know no other Hearing but that of the 
corporal Ear, © eur 
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3 Q. Have you any other Warrant in Stripture for | 
= the Invocation of Angels and Saints 

= A. Yes; we have the Example of God's beſt 
Servants... Thus ..Zatob,. Gen. xlviii. v. 15. 16, 
begs the Blefling of his Angel Guardian for his twa- 
Grandſons, Ephraim and Manaſſob. God, before 
whom my fathers Abraham” and Iſaac did walk, the 
God which fed me all ny life long until this day, the 
angel which redeemed me from all evil, bleſs the. lads, 
The ſame Jacob, Hoſea xii. v. 4. wept and made 
ſupplication to an angel. And St. John, Rev. i. u. 4, 
writing to the ſeven Churches of Aſia, petitions for 
the Interceſſion of the ſeven chief Angels in their Fa- 
vour. Grace be unto you, and peace from him, which is, 
and which was, and which: is to come, and from the ſe- 
ven ſpirits which are befare his throne. __ 


SECT. 4. Of Relicks. | 


Q. What do you mean by Relicks ?- v. N N 
N >. 
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A. The Bodies or Bones of Saints; a Thing 
* 3 5 1 7 
rounds you paying a eneration 
10 the'Relicks of the Saints ? 14 
A. Beſides the ancient Tradition and Practice of 
the firſt Ages, atteſted by the beſt Monuments of 
Antiquity, we have been warranted to do ſo by ma 
ny illuſtrious Miracles done at the Tombs and by 
the Relicks of the Saints (ſee St. in, L. 24. 
Of the City | of Gad, cap. 8.) Which God, who is 
Truth and, Sanctity itſelf, would never have effected, 
if this Honour paid to the precious Remnants of bis 
rape nr not w ble to 1 1 
your nces in tire ir ge 
cles done by Ralicks 2? * a 
4. Les, we read, 2 Kings xiii. v. 21. of a dead 
Man rais d to Life by the. Bones of the Prophet 
Eliſba: And Hals xix. v. 12. From the body f Paul 
were brought unto the ſick handkerchiefs or aprons, and 


the dijeq 1 them, and the evil ſpirits 
went out of the m. 


DHA SHA e HAD EA b 
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Of Images. 


Q. ug is your Doctrine as to Tmages ? 

A. We hold that the Images or Pictures 
of Chriſt, of his bleſſed Mother, ever Virgin, and of 
ather Saints, are to be had and retain'd ; and that due 
Honour and Veneration is to be ow them. 

Q Do you not. worſhip Images . 

A. No, by no means, if by Worſhip you mean 
divine Honour : For this we don't give to the higheſt 
Angel or Saint, no, not even to the Virgin Mary, 
much leſs to Images. 


1% OE not pray to Images ? 


A. Ne, : 


1 
po. 2 e. 
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A. No, wedon't: Becauſe as both our Catechiſm 
and common Senſe teaches us, They can neither ſee, 
nor hear, nor help us. Doway Catechiſm 


J Why the l Tnage or Crue 
7 


n 7 good Picture or Image, 
for * jt upon 0 the Croſs, helps to 
enkindle 3 in our towards him, that 
has loved us to that Exceſs, as to lay down his Life 
for the-Love of us. 

Q. Are you not taught to put your Truft M 
dence in Images, as the Heathens did in thetr Idols: 

there were a certain Virtue, Power or Divinity 
2 in them? 

A. No, we are expreſly taught the contrary by me 
Counſel of Trent, Seſſion 25. 

Q. How do you' prove, that it is lawful te make or 
keep the Images "of hriſt and his Saints. 

A. Becauſe God himſelf commanded Maſes, Exod. 
xxv. v. 18 19, 20, 21. to make two Cherubims of 
beaten Gold, and place them at the two Ends of the 
Mercy-ſeat, over the Ark of the Covenant in the very 
San And there, ſays he, v. 22. will I meet with 
thee, a 1 will commune: with thee from above the 
mercy-ſeat, from between the two Cherubims which are 
upon the ark of the teſtimony, of all things which I will 
give thee in commandment unto the children of 1jraet. 
God alſo commanded, Numb. xxi. v. 8, 9. a Ser- 
pent of Braſs to be made, for the healing of thoſe who 
were bit by the fiery Serpents: Which Serpent was 
an Emblem of Chriſt, John iii. v. 14, 15. 

Q. Bud is it not forbidden, Exod. xx. v. 4. to make 
the Likeneſs of any thing in Heaven above, or in the 
Earth beneath, or in the Waters under the Earth? 

A. It is forbidden to make to ourſelves any ſuch 
Image or Likeneſs; that is to ſay, to make it our God, 
or put our Truſt in it, and give it the Honour which 
belongs to God: Which is explain d by the follow- 


ing 


U 
ff | 
1 


"in 
1 
4? 
1 
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that would abuſe the Image of his 
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ing Words, Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf 0 them, | 


that is, thou ſbalt not -adore them, for ſo both the 
eptuagint and Vulgate tranflate it) nor ſerve them, 
Otherwiſe, if all Likeneſſes were forbid by this 


Commandment, we ſhould be obliged to fling down 


our-Sign-poſts, and deface the King's Coin, 
Q. What Kind of Honour do Catholicks give to the 
Images of Chriſt and his Saints? 
A. A relative Honour. 

. What do you mean by a relative Honour? 
A. By a relative Honour, I mean an Honour which 
is given to a Thing, not for any intrinſick Excellence 
or Dignity in the Thing itſelf, but barely for the Re- 
lation it has to ſomething elſe ; as when the Courtiers 
bow to the Chair of State, or Chri/tzans to the Name 
of Jeſus, which is an Image or Remembrance of our 
Saviour to the Ear, as a Crucifix is to the Eye, 

Have you any Inſtances of this relative Honour 
ellow'd by Proteſtants ? md bi} H i 

A. Yes; in the Honour they give to the Name of 
eſus, to their Churches, to the Altar, to the Bible, to 
the Symbols of Bread and Wine in the Sacrament, 
Such alſo was the Honour which the Jeus gave to 
the Ark and Cherubims, and which Maſesand Jeſbua 
gave to the Land on which they ſtood, as being holy 
grountl, Exod. iii. v. 5. 7000. v. v. 15, Ce. 
Q. How do qou prove that there is a relative Honour 
due to the Images or Pictures of Chriſt and his Saints? 
A. From the Dictates of common Senſe and Rea- 
fon, as well as of Piety and Religion, which teach 
us to expreſs our Love and Eſteem for the Perſons 
whom we honour, by ſettinga Value upon all Things 
that belong to them, or have any Relation to them: 
Thus a loyal Subject, a dutitul Child, a loving 
Friend, value the Pictures of their King, Father or 
Friend ; and thoſe who make no Scruple of abuſing 
the Image of Chri/t, would „ N the Mau 
. 
Q. Dees 
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| Does your Church allow of Images of God the 
| 12 or 4 the bleſſed Train 4 5 
A. Our Profeſſion of Faith makes no Mention of 
ſuch Images as theſe: Yet we don't think them un- 
lawful, provided that they be not underſtood to bear 
any Likeneſs or Reſemblance of the Divinity, which 
cannot be expreſs'd in Colours, or repreſented by 
any human Workmanſhip. For as Prote/tants make 
ino Difficulty of painting the Holy Ghoſt under the 
Figure of a Dove, becauſe he appear'd ſo when Chriſt 
was baptiz'd, Mat. ii. v. 16. ſo we make no Dif- 
ficulty of painting God the Father under the Figure 
of a Venerable Old Man, becauſe he appear'd in that 
Manner to the Prophet Daniel, chap. vii. v. 9. 
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= Q. H A T do you mean by Indulgences? 
A. Not Leave to commit Sin, nor Pardon 


LS ASS EAR LAN 
N 


* 


for Sins to come: But only a Releaſing, by the Power 
of the Keys committed to the Church, the Debt of 
temporal Puniſhment, which may remain due upon 
Account of our Sins, after the Sins themſelves, as to 
the Guilt and eternal Puniſhment, have been already 
remitted by Repentance and Confeſſion. 

QQ Can you prove from Scripture, that there is a 
== Puniſhment often due upon Account of our Sins, after 
be Sins themſelves have been remitted ? 

= A. Yes, this evidently appears in the Caſe of King 
David; 2 Sam. 12. where, altho' the Prophet Na- 
than, upon his Repentance, tells him, v. 13. The 
Lord hath put away thy fin, yet he denounces unto 
him many terrible Puniſhments, v. 10, 17, 12, 14. 
=X which ſhould be inflited by reaſon of this Sin; which 
WF accordingly afterwards enſued. oF 
Q. bat is the Faith of your Church touching In- 
dulgencies? L ATi 
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A. Tis compris'd in theſe Words of our Profeſſion 9 
of Faith: 1 affirm that the Power of Indulgences was 
left by Chrift in the Church, and that the Uſe of them 


is moſt wholeſome to Chriſtian People. 


Q. Upon what Scripture do you ground this ? its 
A. The Power of granting Indulgences was left 
by Chri/t to the Church; Matt, XVI. v. 19. 1 ui! 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : And 
whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on earth, ſhall be bound in 
Heaven And whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on earth, 
ſhall be loos'd in Heaven. And we have an Inſtance 
in Scripture of St. Paul's granting an Indulgence to 
the Corinthian whom he had put under Penance for 
Inceſt: 2 Cor. ii. v. 10. To whom ye forgrve any thing 
he ſpeaks of the Inceſtous Sinner whom he had de- 
ired them now to receive) I forgive alſo: For if! 
forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your 40 2 
forgave I it in the perſon of Chriſt : That is, by the 
Power and Authority receiv'd from him. 4 
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Of the Supremacy of St. Peter and his Succeſſors. 
Q. 77 HAT is tbe Catbolict Doctrine as to the * 
Pope's Supremacy ? 5 
A. It is compriſed in theſe two Articles; 1. That 
St. Peter by divine Commiſſion was Head of the BY 
Church under Chriſt. 2. That the Pope, or Biſhop 
of Rome, as Succeſſor to St. Peter, is at preſent Head 
of the Church, and Chri/f's Vicar upon Earth. 
Q. How do you prove St. Peter's Supremacy ? 
A. Finſt, From the very Name of Peter or Cephas, | 


: 


which ſignifies a Rock, which Name our Lord, who 3 
does nothing without Reaſon, gave to him, who be- 
fore was call'd Simon, to ſignify that he ſhould be as 
the Rock or Foundation upon which he would build his 
Church, According to what he himſelf declared, Aal. 
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xvi. v. 18. when he told him, Thou art Peter (that 
is, a Rock) and upon THIS ROCK twill , build my 
Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 
2dly, From the following Words, Matt. xvi. v. 
19. 7 will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of | 
heaven, and whatſerver thou ſhalt bind on earth, ſhall | 
be bound in heaven : And whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe 
on earth, ſhall be loss d in heaven. Where, under 
the Figure of the keys of the kingdom of heaven. our 
Lord enſureth to Peter the chief Authority in his 
Church: As when a King gives to one of his Officers 
the Keys of a City, he thereby declares that he 
makes him Governor of that City. 
= 23dh, From Luke xxii. v. 31, 32. The Lord ſaid, 
= Simon, Simon, behold ſatan hath defired ta have you, 
that he may fift you as wheat. But I have pray'd for 
= thee, that thy faith fail not, and toben thou art 
converted ſtrengthen thy brethren. In which Text our 
Lord not only declared his particular Concern for 
Peter, in praying for him, that his Faith might not 
fail; but alſo committed to him the Care of his Bre- 
thren the other Apoſtles, in charging him to confirm 
or ſtrengthen them. 5 
„ 4thly, From John xxi. v. 15, &c. Jeſus ſaith 10 
Simon Peter, Simon Sen of Jonas lovęſt thou me 
more than theſe? He ſaith unto him, Yea, Lord, thou 
= #noweſt that I love thee. He ſaith unto him, FEED 
S my Lamss: He ſaid to him again the ſecond time, 
Simon Son of Jonas love/t thou me? He ſaith unto 
bim, Yea, Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee. He ſaith 
unto him, FEED MY SHEEP. He ſaith unto him, 
== the third time, Simon Son of Jonas love/? thou me? 
Peter was griev'd becauſe he ſaid unto him the third 
== time loveſt thou me? And he ſaid unto him, Lord, 
= thou knowe/t all things, thou knoweft that I love thee : 
= Jeſus /aith unto bim, FRED My SHEEP. In which 
Text our-Lord in a moſt folemn Manner thrice 
committed to Peter the 8 of his whole Flock, of 
| E 2 all 
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all his Sheep without Exception, that is, of his 
whole Church, 
Q. How do you prove, that this Commiſſion given to 
Peter deſcends to the Pope or Biſhop of Rome ? * 
A. Becauſe by the unanimous Conſent of the Fa- 
thers, and the Tradition of the Church in all Ages, 
the Biſhops of Rome are the Succeſſors of St. Peter. 
who tranſlated his Chair from Antioch to Rome, and 
died Biſhop of Rome. Hence the See of Rome in all 
Ages is call'd The See of Peter, the Chair of Peter, 
and abſolutely the See Apotolick : And in that Qua- 
lity has from the Beginning exercis'd Juriſdiction FR 
over all other Churches, as appears from the belt 
Records of ancient Church-Hiſtory, * 
Beſides, ſuppoſing the Supremacy of St. Peter, 
which we have proved above from plain Scripture; 
it muſt conſequently be allowed that this Supremacy 7 
which Chri/t eſtabliſhed for the better Govern- 
ment of his Church, and maintaining of Unity, 
was not to die with Peter, no more than the 
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Church, which he promis'd ſhould ſtand for ever. 
For how can any Chriſtian imagine, that Chri// 
ſhould appoint a Head for the Government of his 
Church, and maintaining of Unity _ the Apo- 


| 


ſtles Time; and deſign another kind of Govern- . 
ment for ſucceeding Ages, when there was like to be 
ſo much more need of a Head. Therefore we muſt 
grant that St. Peter's Supremacy was by Succeſſion 
to deſcend to ſome body. Now I would willingly F 
know who has half ſo fair a Title to this Succeſſion Þ* 
as the Biſhop of Rome ? . 
Q. Why do you call the Roman Church the Mother 
and Miſtreſs of all Churches? | 
A. Becauſe, as we have already ſeen, her Biſhop 
is St, Peter's Succeſſor, and Chriſt's Vicar upon Earth; 
and conſequently the Father and Paſtor of all the 
Faithful: And therefore this Church, as being St. Pe- 
ter's See, is the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches. 
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1 CONCLUSION. 
I f Q. HH AVE you any thing more to add in Confir- 


2 
8 * 


eſtabliſh'd to be our Conductors in the Way to a happy 
Eternity; it follows that we ſnould without further 
Heſitation believe and profeſs, what this Church and 
her Paſtors believe and profeſs; and condemn and re- 
ject, what they condemn and reject: Aſſuring our- 
ſelves that by doing thus we ſhall be ſecure, ſince we 
& ſhall follow thoſe Guides which Chr:/? himſelf has ap- 
pointed, whom he has commanded us to hear, and with 
vhom he has promis'd to abide to the End of the World. 
F Q. thy ao you in your Profeſſion of Faith make a 
Declaration of receiving in particular the Doctrine of 
tte Council of Trent, ? * 
A Becauſe this was the laſt general Council, call'd 
in Oppoſition to the new Doctrines of Luther and 
Calvin And therefore we particularly declare our 
Aſſent to the Decrees of this Council, as being le- 
vell'd againſt thoſe Hereſies which have been moſt 
2 prevalent in theſe two laſt Ages. | 
May the God of Unity, Peace and Truth, by his 
infinite Mercy, conduct all Chriſtians toUnity, Peace 
3 and Truth. Amen. Amen. 
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A ] N which are briefly propos'd the Matives, or ra- 
tional Inducements, to the Cathelick Faith, which, 
5 R to Dr. Jeremy Taylor, a learned Prite/tant 
Prelate (Lib. Propb. Sect. 20. p. 249, 250.) may 
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very eaſily perſuade 2 of much Reaſon and more 
Piety to retain that which they know to have been the 
Religion of their Forefathers, and which had attua! i 
Poſſeſſion and Seizure of Mens Under/kandings before 
the oppoſite Profeſſions had a Name; p. 251. 9 
iſt, I conſider, ſays he, p. 249, that thoſe Dattrines 
that have had long Continuance and Poſſeſſion in the 
Church, cannot eaſily be fuppeſ cd in the preſent Profeſſors XR 
to be a ge they have receiv d it from ſo man; 
Ages. — Long Preſcription is a Prejudice oftentimes {1 
inſupportable, that it cannot with many Arguments be re- 
trench d, as relying upon theſe Grounds, that Truth is more 
ancient than Falſhood; that God would not for ſo many 
Ages for ſake his Church; and leave her in an Error; that 
whatſoever is New is not only Suſpicious but Falſe : Which 
are Suppoſitions pious and plauſible enough. e have 
proved them to be not only pious a Len ger Sup- 
poſitions, but the plain Doctrine of the Word of God; 
Chap. 1. Sect. 1. and 3. He adds for other Motives, 
2. The Beauty and Splendor of their Church; their 
pompous Services; the Statelineſs and Solemnity of the 
Flierarchy. 2 
. Their Name of CATHOLICK, which they ſup- 
poſe their own Due. They have certainly Reaſon to | 
ſuppoſe ſo, if the Poſſeſſion or Preſcription of 17 
Ages can make it their Due. I am ſure it has fhx'd it 7 
ſo ſtrongly upon them, that even their Adverſaries 1 
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cannot help giving it them on many Occaſions. 

4. The Antiquity of many of their Doctrinen. He 
ſhould have ſaid Al; but this could not be expected 
from a Proteſtant. b 

5. The continual Succeſſion of their Biſhops ; their 
immediate Derivation from the Apoſtles. "5 

6. Their Title to ſucceed St. Peter; the Suppoſal 
and Pretence'of his perſonal Prerogatives ; grounded 
upon plain Scripture, as we have ſeen chap. xi. and | 
therefore no vain Pretence. : 
7. The Multitude and Variety of People which art | 
ef their Perſuaſion. 8. Ab- 
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8. Apparent Conſent with Antiquity, in many Cere- 
monials which other Churches haue rejected And a 
pretended and ſometimes an apparent Conſent with ſome 
elder Ages in many Matters Doctrinal. Here he minces 
the Matter for fear of allowing too much; yet can- 
not diſſemble, that venerable Antiquity is apparently 
on the Catholick Side. 

9. The great Conſent of one Part with another in 
that which moſt of them affirm to be of Faith. The 
great Differences commenced among their Adverſaries. 
Whoſe firſt Fathers and Teachers, from the very Be- 

inning of their pretended Reformation, went quite 
different Ways, even to an utter Breach of Commu— 
nion, which never ſince could be repaired. 

10. Their Happine = 4 being Inſtruments in condert- 
ing divers Nations, hereas none of the reformed 
Churches have ever yet converted one. 

11. The Piety and the Auſterity of their religious Or- 
ders of Men and Women, The fingle Life of their 
Prieſts and Biſhops —T he Severity of their Faſis and 
their exterior Obſervances. All which the good na- 
tur'd Reformation has laid aſide. 


12. The great Reputation of their firſt Biſhops for 


Faith and Sanctity. The known Holineſs of ſome of 


thoſe Perſons, roboſe Inſtitutes the Religious Perſons pre- 
tend to imitate. : 

13. Their Miracles, true or falſe, ſays the Doctor: 
True, ſay I, if any Faith may be given to the moſt 
certain Records of all Nations. 

14. The Caſualties and Accidents that have hap- 
pened to their Adverſaries. I ſuppoſe he means ſuch as 
Luther's ſudden Death after a plentiful Supper; Zuing- 
lius's falling in Battle, defending his reform'd Goſpel 
Sword in Hand; Oecomlopadius's being found dead in 
his Bed, oppreſs d, as Luther will have it, (L. de Mil. 
ome & und. ſacerd. T. 7. Wit. fel. 230.) by the 

evil; Calvin's dying of a _—_ Complication of 
Diſtempers, conſumed alive by Vermin, So. 


15. The 
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Wl 15. The oblique Arts and indirect Proceedings of ſome 
| of thoſe who departed from them. In manifeſtly corrupt- 
| ing the Scripture, as the firſt Protęſtants did in all 
I their Tranſlations, to make it chime with their Er- 
| | rors; in quoting falſly the Fathers andEcclefiaſticalWri- 
ters; in ee, miſrepreſenting in their Sermons 
and Writings the Catholic Church and her Doctrine; a 
Fault from which the Doctor himſelf is not exempt, &c. 
I have paſs'd over ſome other Things of leſs Weight, 
which he alledges in the ſame Place, and ſhall only 
defire the Reader to compare the Motives which, by 
the Conceſſion of this Prelate, ſo much eſteemed by 
all Proteſtants, may retain Cathelicks at preſent in 
the Religion of their Forefathers, with thoſe Motives 
which St. Auguſtin alledg'd, 1300 Years ago, againſt 
the Hereticks of his Time, and by which he declares 
» himſelf to have been retain'd in the Catholick Church, 
Wl L. contra Epiſtelam Fund. C. 4. Not to ſpeak, 
* © ſays he, of that true Wiſdom which you do not be- 
« lieve to be in the Catholic Church; there are ma- 
ny other Things which moſt juſtly hold me in 
her Communion. 1. The 8 Leg People and 
Nations. 2. Her Authority begun by Miracles, nou- 7 
riſh'd by Hope, encreas'd by Charity, confirm'd by 
Antiquity. , 3. A Succeſſion of Prelates deſcending 
from Peter the Apoſtle, to whom Chrift, after his 
Reſurrection, committed his Flock to the preſent 
Biſhop. Laſtly, The very Name of Catholick, of 
which this Church alone has, not without Reaſon, in 
ſuch Manner kept the Roflefiion, that tho? all He- 
reticks defire to be calld Catholicks, yet, if a Stranger 
aſk them where the Cathelicks go to Church, none 
of them all has the Face to point out his own Church 
or Mecting-Houſe.” Theſe were St. Auguſtin's 
Motives for being a Catholick, and theſe are ours. 
Beſides, we cannot diſſemble that there were many 
ſhocking Circumſtances in the whole Management 
of the pretended Reformation, which deter us from 
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embracing it, whatever temporal Inconveniences we 
are forced to ſuſtain by this Recuſancy. 

1. The firſt Reformer Martin Luther had nothing 
of extraordinary Edification in his Life and Conver- 
ſation. On the contrary, all his Works declare him to 
have been a Man of an implacable Nature, rigidly 
ſelf-willed, impatient of Contradiction, and rough and 
violent in his Declamations againſt all thoſe, of what 
(Quality ſoever, who diſſented in the leaſt from him. 
But what was the moſt ſcandalous in a pretended Re- 
ftorer of the Purity of Religion, was his marrying a 
Nun, after the moſt ſolemn Vows by which both he 
and ſhe had conſecrated themſelves to God in the State 
of perpetual Continency. In which he was imitated 


= by a great Part of the firſt reformed Miniſters. 


2. He and his firſt Aſſociates were certainly Schiſ- 
maticks, becauſe they ſeparated themſelves from all 
Churches pure or impure, true or falſe, that were then 
upon Earth, and ſtood alone upon their own Bottom. 
Therefore if there was any ſuch Thing then in the 
World as the true Church of Chriſt (as there muſt al - 
as be if the Scripture and Creed be true) Luther 
and his Fellows ſeparating from all Churches muſt 
have ſeparated from the true, and conſequently muſt 


Preface to his Works, I was all alone. Which is con- 
firm'd by Dr. Tillotſon, Serm. 49. p. 588. and Mr. 
Collier, in his Hiftorical Dictionary, under Martin Lu- 
ther, where he praiſes his Magnanimity in having 
oppoſed himſelf alone to the whole E arth. 

3. It appears ſrom his Book de Miſſ. Privata & 
Unet. Sacred. T. 7. Wit. Fol. 228, &c. that he learnt 
no ſmall Part of his Reformation from the Father of 
Lies, in a nocturnal Conference, of which he there 
gives his Readers an Account. | 

4. Thoſe that were the moſt buſy in promotin 
the Reformation here at Home, were for the — 
Part Men of moſt wretched Characters, ſuch 3 K. 
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Hen. VIII. and the leading Men in the Government 
during the Minority of Zdw. VI. not to ſpeak of the 
Miniſtry of Q. Elizabeth, the moft wicked, ſays a late 
Prote/lant Hiſtorian, (Short View of Eng. Hift. p. 
273.) that ever was known in any Reign. 

5. The Foundations of the Reformation of Eng- 
land were laid by manifold Sacrileges, in pulling 
down Monaſteries and other Houſes conſecrated to 
God, rifling and pillaging Churches, alienating 
Church Lands, &c. as may be ſeen in the Hiſtory of 
the Reformation by Dr. Heyl:n. | 6 

6. The Reformation was every where introduc'd by 2 
Lay Authority, and for the moſt Part in direct Oppoſi- 
tion to, and Contempt of the Biſhops, the Church Guides 
of divine Appointment. A Proceeding e i 
gular and unjuſtifiable, that in Church Matters the Laity, 
with a few of the inferior Clergy, and thoſe under tue 
EcclefiaſticalCenſures, ſhould take upon them to directe 
thoſe whom Chr:/? appointed to be their Directors. 

7. England herſelf, which glories moſt in the Re- 
— of her Reformation, compared to the tumul- = 
tuous Proceedings of Reformers abroad, owes her pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment of the Church to the Lay Autho- FR 
rity of Q. Elizabeth and her Parliament, in Oppoſi- 
tion to all the Biſhops then ſitting (who were all 
but one diſplaced for their Non-Conformity) to the 
whole Convocation, and both the Univerſities ; that 
is, in a Word, to the whole Clergy of the Kingdom; 
as appears from Fuller, L. q. and Dr. Heylin, Hiſt. 7 
of the Ref. p. 285, 286. IN 

8. Whereſoever the reform'd Goſpel was preach d, 
it brought forth Seditions, Tumults, Rebellions, Sc. 
as appears from all the Hiſtories of thoſe Times. Inſo- 
much, that in France alone, the reform'd Goſpellers, 

beſides innumerable other Outrages, are ſaid to have 
deftroy'd no leſs than twenty thouſand Churches. 

eruſ/alem and Babel, p. 158. How little does ſuch a 

eformation reſemble the firſt Eſtabliſhment of the 

Church of Chri/ / 9. The 
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The Fruits of the Reformation were ſuch as 
could not ſpring from a good Tree. 1. An innume- 
rable Spawn of Hereſies. 2. Endleſs Diſſenſions. 3. A 
perpetual Itch of Changing, and Inconſtancy in their 
Doctrine. 4. Atheiſm, Derſm, Latitudinarianiſm, and 
barefaced Impiety. In fine, a viſible Change of Man- 
ners for the worſe, as many of their own W riters free- 
ly acknowledge, and old Eraſmus long ago objected 
to them, Ep. ad Vultur. where he defies them to ſhew 
him one who had been reclaimed from Vice by going 
over to their Religion; and he declares he never yet 
= met with one who did not ſeem chang'd for the worſe. 

10. That Religion is the beſt to live in which is 
the ſafeſt to die in, and that in the Judgment of dying 
*X Men, who are not like to be biaſs'd at that Time by 
*X Intereſt, Humour, or Paſſion. Now it is certain, that 
*X Thouſands, who have lived Prote/tants, have defir'd | 
= to die Catholics, and never yet one that had lived a 
= Catholick deſired to die a Prote/tant ; therefore it muſt 
be ſafeſt for us to ſtay where we are. 

11. That Religion is preferable to all others, the 
Doctrine and Preaching of which is, and always has 
been, more forcible and efficacious in order to the takin 
off Men's Minds from the periſhable Goods of this 
World, and fixing them wholly on the great Buſineſs 
ll 1 . . 1 ' 

of Eternity; but ſuch is the Doctrine and Preaching of 
a the Cathalick Church, as appears from thoſe Multitudes 
. 1 of holy Solitaries in our Church that have retir'd them- 
' ſelves from all the Advantages to which their Birth 
dor Fortune entitled them, and abandon'd all earthly 
; Hopes for the Love of Heaven, Whereas the Re- 
formation has never yet produced any ſuch Fruits. 
11. There was a true ſaving Faith in the Days of 
our Forefathers before the pretended Reformation, 
5 by which great Numbers are certainly arrived at the 
at happy Port of eternal Felicity. Our Hiſtories are 
0 all full of Inftances of Charity, Piety, and Devotion 
he ef Kings, Biſhops, Oc. of the old Religion. There- 
he | ore 
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fore it is ſafer to follow their Faith than venture our 
Souls in a new raiſed Communion. Wet 
13. All ancient Pretenders to Reformation, (i. . 
all 3 ofe that ever undertook to alter or amend the 
Church's Faith) were condemned by the ancient 
Church for Hereticks, and are acknowledg'd to have 
been ſuch by Prote/tants themſelves. Therefore there 
is juſt Reaſon to apprehend leſt Prote/tants walking in 
the ſame Path may be involved in the ſame Misfortune. 
14. In fine, Prote/tants, to defend their Reforma- 
tion, condemn'd at its firſt Appearance by the Church 
Guides of divine Appointment, are forc'd to have 
Recourſe to a Rule of Faith, which, if allow'd of, 
would ſet all both ancient and modern Heretichs out 
of the Reach of Church Authority. They arc 
forced to appeal to a Tribunal, at which it is not poſ- 
ſible that any Sectary ſhould ever be condemn'd. Such 
a Rule, ſuch a Tribunal is the Scripture, interpreted, 
not by Authority of Church Guides, but by every 
one's private Judgment: For this in effect is making 
every one's private Judgment the ſupreme Judge 
both of the Scripture, and of all Controverſies in 
Religion, and authorizing him to prefer his own 
Whimſies before the Judgment of the whole Church. 
Could it be conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Provi- 
dence of God to leave his Church without ſome 
more certain Means of deciding Controverſies and 
maintaining Unity ? No certainly. 


FINIS. 
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N. B. That in the foregoing Sheets, in quoting the Scrip- 
ture, we have follow'd the common Proteſtant Bible, 
for the Sake of a great Part of our Readers that 
may have been accuſtomed to it: Not deſigning 
thereby to declare our Approbation of that 15 
much leſs to give it A lerence to dur Catholick, 
Rhemiſh, and Ids ery 


